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Hon. J. J. Holmes: Over a peried of 25
years,

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Yes, TIf the

opinion of my friend is right, we have lost
£7,500,000, Suppose we could have ob-
tained 3s. a ton, we would have lost in
royalties £3,750,000 instead of a paltry
£250,000.

Hon. J. Nicholson: May I suggest that
that has heen saved as a result of the em-
bargo?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Exactly. The
peint I wish fo make is that if the Govern-
ment enters into any other negotfintions, it
should not be satisfied with 9d. a ton, but
should obtain a muech more substantial
rovalty, If my friend’s contention is right
and we should have had 10s., then during
the next few years Western Australia would
have received £7,500,000 royalty. This would
have shown that the North has great pos-
sibilities.

On motion by the Honorary Minister, de-
hate adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.33 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE SHIPPING
SERVICE.
Retirement of Manager.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM asked the Minister
representing the Chief Secretary: 1, On
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what date was Mr. 8. 8. Glyde notified of
the termination of his appointment as mana-
ager of the State Shipping Service on
nceonnt of his reaching the vetiring age?
2, On what date did he commenee leave pre-
vious to retirement !

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS ve-
plied: T, Alr. Glyde was =ent to England on
22nd June, 1936, in conneetion with the
huilding of the m.v. “Koolama.” After his
return, on the 17th November, 1936, he was
advised that his serviees would be retained
antil the w.v. “Koolama” entered the State
Shipping Serviee.  Following such adviee,
he was notitied of the termination of his
service on the 30th May, 1938, 2, 1st June,
1938.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1, Mortgagees Rights
Continuance.
Introdueed by the Minister Lor Lands.
2, Fremantle Gas and Coke Company's
Aet Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Works,
3, Auctioneers Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister tor Justice,

Restrietion  Act

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

Read s third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1938-39.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 22nd September; Mr.
Sleeman in the Chair.

Vote—Lands and Swrveys, £57,850:

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [433]: I
had not intended to diseuss the Lands HEsti-
mates and was prepared to leave it to other
members on the Country Party benches to
advance what views thev deemed necessary.
But the Minister, as usual, indieated that he
intended to draw some statement from the
Leader of the Oppozition. We endeavoured
to interrupt as little ns possible during the
Minister's speech, but a small, innocent in-
terjection of mine resulted in his getting
very eross. I regret that the Minister be-
comes offensive when he is c¢ross. 1 com-
mend the Government for its actions in
writing down the value of properties, and 1
certainly have no complaint to voice in that
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respeet. Nor am I jealous because of what
the Government has done. In faet, there
was no alternafive to adopting other than
the action it took. Naturally the Gov-
ernment eannot continue to load farmers
with indebtedness to an extent that makes it
impossible for them to carry on and pay in-
terest on the finaneial burden. What alter-
native could there be? 1t could only be to
replace the present settlers with less quali-
ticd farmers. In the eircumstance, I am not
the slightest bit annoyed, move particularly
as the Government did whatever any other
Government wonld have done in the cireum-
stanees, The Minister presented a very com-
prehensive review of the aetivifies with
which his department is econcerned, but
nevertheless indicated that he was n little
out of step with the Premier, who displayed
some optimism regarding the future. There
was an undercurrent of pessimisin through-
out the remarks of the Minister For Lands.
Of a truth he was entitled to be somewhat
Ppessimistie, when making a comparison be-
tween last year’s results and the present
prospeets  of the agrieultural industry.
What the Jlinister for Lands is contemned
about more than anything else is the value
of the production from the lands of the
Stute, and in this respect the outlook for
wool and wheat is anything but bright. If
is true that during the last few davs the
price of wheat has improved somewhat. The
most remarkable thing is that the price for
Australian wheat on the London market to-
day is higher than that of any other wheat
offering for sale in London. For the first
time over p long period Australian wheat has
ahtained a higher price than Canadian No.
3. Even now, however, it is very mueh be-
low a payvable price. Wool being down to
9d. a lb.,, members will realise that it is im-
possible to expeet that industry to he able
to pay its way in view of the fact that it has
been estimated by authorities that the eost
of producing wool in Australia is 1s. a lb,
With wool at 9d. a Ib. and the cost of pro-
duction 1s. a Ih., and with wheat at 2s. 514d.
a hushel, and the cost of production at 3s.
to 3s. 4d. at siding, the ontlook for both in-
dustries i3 impossible. In addition, those
industries are being loaded with in-
crcased faxation, not only by the State hut
by the Federal Government as well. While
the Federal imposition may not be a direct
tax on the wheat industry, that industry is
indirectly greatly affected, because the cost
of production is inereased. While prices
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are low there is a tendeney to restriet the
areas under production. If prices are high,
there is an impetus to production. Large
areas of fallowed land on which a consider-
able amount of money bas been spent.
camot  be thrown out of production
simply because the price of wheat hap-
pens to be low. The farmer has always
been a real optimist from the day he
toock up his farm, otherwise he would not
bave been able to econtinue opcrations against
the adverse conditions that have prevailed.
We cannot help but agrec with the Minister
for Lands that the prospeets are not very
bright for those two industries.

The dairying industry has eonsiderably
improved and that improvement has been
cffected by the establishment of 2 home priee
for butter fat. This side of the House
advoeated some time ago that there
should be a fixed price within the State. We
said that the price of butier fat should be
guaranteed at 1s. and if that werc done the
producer would be in a happy position.
The price is now considerably higher than
that, and it enables the producer to pay his
way and make mueeh more iban when butter
fat was 9d. a lb. As we have assisted the
butter preducer, the whole-milk pro-
dueer and the dried-fruits grower by legis-
lative enactment, we ean surely do some-
thing to assist the wheatgrower in this
State and throughout Aunstralia. To ask
the farmers continually to contribute, as
they have done, to the food supply of the
people at prices helow the eost of production
is unfair. We can assist them by o home
consumption price and I can assare the
Minister that when he introduces legislation
to fix a home eonsumption price he will
have all possible support from this side of
the House.

The Minister says that during the three
vears in which the National Party Govern-
ment was in office that Government did noth-
ing. 1 point out to the Minister—though I
do not want to make him erosz about it—
that it was impassible for us to do anything
at. that stage, If we had written down
the estates to the value that we might have
considered reasonable, it would have still
heen necessary for them to be written down
again. While the Minister ¢laims he has
done a good job—and I bave no quarrel in
respect, of that—if prices remain as they are
I am not at all sure that further writing
down will not be necessary. Western Auys-
tralia is not the only State that has had to
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write down, 1 pointed out by interjection
that Vietoria has written off £15,000,000 in
its irrigation areas. That is a very large
sum. I do not know what New Sonth Wales
has written off the soldier settlements in its
irrigation area. New South Wales is in an
even worse condition than this State while
South Australia is alse in a very bad way.
Wherever there has been forced setilement—
or what I might call hot-house settlement—
large sums of money have had to be written
off. This State is not particularly to hlame
for having had to write off heavy indebted-
ness, That writing off was made necessary
by a certain set of circumstances over which
no Minister had any control. We could
have made ourselves popular while we were
in office by writing down the debts of the
farmer, but to have attempted such a thing
at that time would have been foolish in view
of what was ahead of us. The writing down
was left to the present Government and I
have no quarrel about what it has done.
This year prices are low, but last year they
were what might be called fairly average
prices. Had the prices remained so, that
would have seemed to be the psychological
time to have written down the debts and
placed the farmer in a position to wipe off
his indebtedness. Wheat was formerly some-
where about 5s. a bushel. TFor the last year
it will probably have averaged 3s. 6d. With-
out knowing what is ahead of us, we may
estimate that this year it will be somewhere
ahout 2s. or 2s. 6d. One feels that if con-
ditions had improved sufficiently to enahle
the good prices to be maintained, that would
Lave been the right time to place the farmer
in a position to meet his indebtedness and
give him a ray of hope for the future,
Every time we say that a good deal of
that indebtedness was created during the
period in which the Minister was in con-
trol, he becomes very eross. 1 intend to
show the House that there is no doubt about
it. The expenditure on the South-West and
some agricnltural areas was mecurred during
his term. He referred to the migration and
land settlement agreement that was made by
the National Government and said that that
agreement had to be earried out by his Gov-
ernment. I have hefore me the papers deal-
ing with that agreement. It is true that an
agrecment was entered into in 1922 and
signed in Fehruary, 1923, hetween {he Pre-
mier of the day and the Imperial anthorit-
tiecs for the expenditure of a sum not ex-
ceeding six million pounds for the purpese
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of land settlement in the Sonth-West por-
tion of the State. The agreement seb out
very elearly what the responsibilities of the
Imperial authorities would be, and also re-
auired that the Federal Government should
be hrought into the matter with a view to
reducing the interest rate the State would
have to earry for a period of ten years, The
Lahour Government took office in 1924, It
was not altogether satisfied with the agree-
ment, and the Premicr of the day, now the
member for Boulder, during a visit to Eng-
land in 1925, entered into a fresh agreement.
In that agreement, which was signed in
December, 1925, it was provided that the
first agreement should be ecancelled. The
first agrecment was, accordingly, cancelled
in  December, 1925, in -accordance with
paragraph 1 of the agreement, after the
Preamble, which sets ount, “The Secretary
of State and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment and the State Government hereby
cancel the first agreement.” If we refer to
the Preamble, we find that the first agree-
ment is that of 1922, Thus the agreement
entered into by the National Pary Govern-
ment and the United Kingdomr and Com-
monwealth Governments was cancelled. The
agreement made by the then Premier pro-
vided for an increase of the amount of
money from £6,000,000 to £7,083,000. Pro-
vision for that was made in an agreement
signed on the 8th April, 1925, That was
done nnder an Aet passed by the Imperial
Parliament and known as the Empire
Settlement Act. So, while an agreement
wag entered into in 1922 hy the then Gov-
ernment, it was subsequently cancelled and
a new agreement was made in 1925. I
propose to show the Committee by returns
snbmitted from time to time how that money
was spent, and who was responsible for the
spending of it. The agreement signed in
1922 was made by the National-Country
Party Government, which went out of powoer
in 1924, In our “Hansard” for 1930, on
page 682, a return sels out the amounts of
money advaneed from loan funds for the
purposes of group settlement. For 1922-23
the amount was £306,803, and for 1923-24
it was £822,910. 8o that the total of ad-
vances for those two vears was £1,529,713.
That money was expended by the Nallanrl-
Country Party Government. The Tabour
Government took office in 1924, and for
its first year, 192425 the amount was
£1,124,252, TFor 1925-26 it was £1,335,009,
Taking return No. 10 supplied by ihe
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Treeasurer in introducing his Budget for this
Yyear, we find that for 1926-27 the ainount
advanced was £1,428,486, That was the
time when a change of Ministers took place,
and in 1927-28, the year in which the present
Minister for Lands took over, the expendi-
ture was £1,122.829. TFor the next year,
1928-20, the amount was £766,593. Money
was then becoming more difficult to obtain.
T 1929-30, the last year of the Labaur Gov-
ernment, the expenditure was £639,611,
That made a total expenditure during the
six years of the Lubour Governmen:, from
1924 to 1930, of £6,3417,080. So during the
Labour Government's term of offier very
Inrge sums of money indeed were expended,
for whieh the Labour Governmens is respon-
sihle.

Ministers can hardly blame the agreements
that were entered into between the National-
Country Party Government and the Im-
perial Government prior to the agrecment
made by the Labonr Government, in respect
of that huge expenditure. If the policy of
the National-Country Party Government
was not a sound one, the FLabour Govern-
ment would not have continued i, any more
than it continued in other respects the poli-
cies of Governments to which it was op-
posed and which were defeated at the polls.
In 1933, when I was associated with the
Government, the amount of money expended
was £360,451. During the last year we were
in officc we spent in the group settlement
areas £79,646. Then the present Minister
came baeck into office, and in his first year,
1933-34, spent £115,904. Certainly there is
a diminution after that. In 1934-33 the
expenditure was £26,073, and for the last
vear of expenditure on group scttlement
from loan funds, 1935-36, the amount fell
to £9,618. For the years 1933-36 £151,535
was expended. It is hardly fair to blame
us for expenditure of money when we had
nothing whatever te do with it. My per-
sonal opinion 1s that sufficient care was not
exereised in the expenditure of that money.
I am convineed that the men on the land
reaped very little bhenefit from the hnge ex-
penditure. I contend, also, that it is not fair
to say the previous Government was respon-
sible for the selection of the land, becausc
very little land indeed had heen selected up
to the end of 1924. I will admit a good
many faults were made in selection of poor
land.
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The Minister for Lands: So far as I
know, exeept as regards one estate the pre-
vious Governmenf was responsible for the
whole of the selection.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister
always says that. He refuses to take any
blame. But he was in office for three years
prior to 1930, associated with the Govern-
ment whose Minister for Lands had held
that portfolio for three years previously.
All that land around Greenbushes was sel-
ected afterwards, and a wast area of land
was selected from 1924 onwards by the
Labour Government or its officers.

The Minister for Lands: Not by me.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: For three years
the present Minister was there.

The Minister for Lands: I abandoned a
thousand holdings.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : There is no doubt
about that. To abandon a thousand hold-
ings is not difficult. I propose to state, of
eourse, what arca was abandoned, and how
much of it during the various periods.

The Minister for Lands: Those holdings
are still abandoned.

Hon. C. G. LATHAX : That goes on con-
tinnaily. We settle land, and it is aban-
doned, and then it goes back info settlement
again. T do not know that always the same
mistakes oeeur. Take the Esperance settle-
ment.  We have probably some lessons to
learn from that. 1In the carly days no part
of the State was more difficult to understand
from the agricultural aspect than was the
Esperance distriet.  When I went down
there, as T have said previously, with the
memher for Trwin-Moore (Hon. P. D. Fer-
guson) in 1928 or 1929, my opinion was that
T would not send my worst enemy into that
distriet. Howoever, the last time I visited
the arca I altered my opinion, heeanse I
found that the land was improving con-
siderably. The land we despise to-day may
be land that we are glad te utilise to-
morrow. Therefore, while we abandon pro-
perties from time te time, that does not say
we are justified in abandoning them
permanently. Tp to the present the
farmers have had a most difficult time,
and the Government a verv bad one
Every Government that has attempted to do
anything down there has lost money, and a
considerahle amount has had to be wriiten
off. At the moment the best that can he
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done in the Esperance district is being done.
The Minister did pay the previous Govern-
ment o compliment beeause he pointed out
that during the period that Govermment
was in office prices were very low. During
the three years of the previous Grovern-
meot’s administration, the total production
was worth £20,000,000, whilst during the
first three years of the present Govern-
ment’s administration the value was only
€16,000.000, although the price was eon-
siderably higher. The yield, however, was
very mnech lower, but the price went up to
5s. During the last three years the value of
the whent was £18420,000. The Minister
pointed out that from 1930 to 1933, while
the position was very dificult, the State did
benefit by the production of wheat, and
while the prices were mueh lower the yield
was higher. The Minister pointed out that
the reason why the south-west aveas had en-
tered upon inercased prosperity was De-
eanse butter fat had inereased from 9.94.
per 1b. in 1933 to 15.04d. in 1037. That
statement is perfectly true. T had pre-
viougly pointed out that the prosperity of
the Sonth-West was due to the inereased
price of hutter fat, and the Ainister had
said that that was not correct. How, thus,
are we going o reconcile the two state-
ments? He stated that butter fat was 15d.
per ib. when I was in charge of the Lands
Department, Really, the average price was
nothing like 15d. per Ih. hetween the years
1930 and 1933. Looking at the returns, I
find that the price of butter fat Aropped 50
per cent. during that period, and so the
statement made by the Minister falls to the
gronnd. But I wonder which statement it
is that the Minister really wants ns to be-
lieve, Tn any ease, I know which statement
is the correct one, and that is the statement
I made first.

The Minister for Lands: In onc of those
years butter fat was 174, per b,

Hen. €. G. LATHAM: Tn 1930 hutter fat
was 114s. per ewt, on the London market
and later it fell to 79s. To-day the position
is totally different. We have a fixed priee
within the State for butter fat. 8o, when
the Minister gets annoyed and he makes
wild statements, one eannot be blamed for
also heeoming angered, especially when one
tries to assist him. If anyone attempts to
assist the Minister, he hecomes very cross
and makes inacenrate statements, T want
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to show him the position the Lands Depart-
ment was in when he took offiee. Of course,
nothing any other Government has ever
done has resulted in any good for the State.
That is the Minister’s view. Buot the Minis-
ter has himself shown that he is quite in-
capable of controlling his department be-
cause lie has unloaded cverything on  fo
boards. He has had very little to do in the
Lands Department in reeent times, although
just now, T suppose, he has additional duties
to perform hy reason of his oceupying the
post of Acting Premier and Treasurer. The
Minister has transferred the control of the
Agricultural Bank to Commissioners, who
arc responsible fo no one, so far as I can
see, while the Lands Department itself has
very little husiness to do.

The Minister for T.ands: Tt has more now
than it has ever had.

Hoan, C. G. LATHAM: I say it has not.
There is no aetivity in that department now
compared  with a few venrs ago, and
what I gange the position by is the present
position of land settlement. Tet us take the
reports of the Agrieultnral Bank Commis-
sioners from 1930 onwards. Between 1030
and 1933 the number of seeurities in the
hands of the Bank ineveased by only 722.
Those were the three vears in which we were
in office. The net inerease in the period
1933-1936, during whieh the present Minis-
try was in econtrol, inereased to 1,576, and
during the same period no fewer than 3,065
properties were abandoned. These are the
figures of the ahandonments:—1933-34, 689 ;
1934-35, 1,041; 1935-36, 710, and 1736-37,
625; making the total 3,065, That is what
happened  after the  Minister took
charge. He must be ont of step with
the farmers, otherwize =0 many uaban-
donments would nol have ftaken place.
A great number of the abandonments
have taken place in the 3,500-farms area.
The Minister and his Government were not
satisfied to confine their activities under
the agreement to which T have referred;
they desired to extend operations in the dir-
cction of Fsperaner and had there not heen
a check there might also have heen a settle-
ment established between Salmon Gums and
Esporanee. The Minister was quite cross
when one Government official wired him and
said that there was a doubt as to whether
the country was free from kopi.



[27 Serreiyses, 1935.]

The Minister for Lands: Who was the
olficial ?

Hon. C. (. LATHAM: The Minister
accused me  of dangling this before the
pablic. 1 never made any statement of the
kind.

The Minister for Lands: Who made it?

Hon. C. G. LATEHLAM: T am not respon-
sible for statements made by ofher members
in this HHouse. The Jinistey is never fair
when he is trving to get hisown way., Where
experience is eoncerned, T assure the Minis-
ter I have had more than he has, and that is
in respect of the imitial development of a
farm., 1 know what it means to he plaeced
50 or 60 miles from a raillway. Thus, I
would probably aet with eaution,

Mr. Cross: Tell us what you did at the
Peel estate.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I know what [
would like to do with the hon. member.

The CHAIRMAYN: Order!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: As I do not in-
tend to carev out my threat, there is no
need to call me to order. I know that a lot
of money was spent at the Peel estate, but
the whole affalr was badly The
matter that raised hitter feeling in the ITouse
the other might was the statement by the
Ministor that when the Country Party organ-
isation raised the question of group scttle-
ments a rift oceurred, and that I then left
the Country Party and joined Sir James
Mitchell,

The CHATIRMAN: The Minister
Lands withdrew thal statement.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Then I, too, will
withdraw what [ said. Buat I do object to
the Minister veferring to me personally as
being jaundiced and full of rancour, simply
because I differ from him. I do not speak
in that way about Ministers. Of course I
am aware that it is very diflicult to get on
with the Minister for Lands. He may say
something with whieh I do not agrec, or he
may not agree with some proposal I may be
advocating. But I do not become offensive,
nor do I consider that he is jaundiced mereiy

wrnnmend
proteitipigist

for

heeause I consider he is not right. He is
always offensive.
The AMinister for Emplovment: You

should carefully read your speech on the
Burcau of Industry Bill.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I admit that I
piay impute motives, but I am entitled to do
that, but 1 do not say that the Minister has
got a job at £1,750 a vear—-
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The CHAIRMAXN:
would be out of order.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The Minister was
cut of orvder in referring to it. The Minister
told us that he had satisfied everyone with
whom lie had spoken regarding the adminis-
tration of the TLands Department, and he
also acensed us of going around the country
preaching the gospel against the Government
in the hope of the people opposing the Gov-
ernment. I have never attempted to do any-
thing itke that. The Minister attended the
Retarned Soldiers” Conference  yesterday
and I notice that he was greeted with ap-
plause. A rvesolution was earried imme-
diately after he left, and it way be worth
while having a glanee at it.  This is how the
newspaper report reads—

The hon. member

Living Allowances,
Mr, Newton (Manjimup) moved:—

Congress considers the time now oppor-
tune for a genceral investigation into con-
tlitions aml standards of living of clients
with o view to an adjustment of statu-
tory demands by the Agricultural Bank,
if it is proved that the liviug allowance be
inadeguate.

The tone of (he remarks of Mr. 'L'roy and the
chairman, 3Mr. Newton said, would lend to the
helief that settlers in the South-West were liv-
ing in a Utopin or n millionaire’s paradise.
Undoubtedly there was n living in dairying, hut
at the same time wany scttlers were still carry-
ing ton big n lond of capitalisation on their
holdings.

Mr, Camphell ("ingrup) maintained that the
present Guvernment had always rejected the
idea that a wman should get a living before he
met his obligations. *'My branch considers
that the settler should be enabled to provide
for his family first,”’ the speaker said. He
added that the £150,000 rcceived for drought
relicf in this State had merely been leut under
the statutory demand for repavment—*fthis
Shylock business of wanting everything back
for anything given, and a little wore.’” In
many cases, he added, scttlers were not obtain-
ing a dececnt living; yet the statutory demands
were being met,

The motion was earried unanimously.

Al] that followed a statement made by the
Minister, I was not present at the conter-
ence, 56 he cannot blame me for having
preached that gospel to the meeting. While
the Minister gave us a rosy picture in the
House the other cvening, really evervthing
in the garden is not as lovely or as hrilliant
as the colours in which he painted that pie-
ture.

The Minmster for Lands: You said a liftle
while ago that I was pesshnistic.
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Hon. €. G. LATHAM: Yes, in compari-
son with the Premier. T said that after
all there was reason for a little pessimism,
and I agree with the Minister that the diffi-
culties are not yet overcome. He must not,
however, blame this side of the House. The
farmer is the best judge. I am preparved to
aceept the word of the farmer. He realises
that if the position is hopcless considerably
more money will have to he written off.
The farmer bas no wish that that should be
done if he can get a faiy priee for his com-
modity. His desire is fo be able to make
ends meet. By the motion I have gquoted it
is shown that farmers have not a decent
standard of living.

The Minister for Lands: That is an old
tale.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister met
them and talked to them. Farmers are de-
cent individuals, and they permitted the
Minister to leave the conference. Doubtless
he was not able to stay ns long as he de-
sired.

The Mintster for Lands: They ean get no
more.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If prices remain
as they are T am afraid these people will
have to get more.

The Minister for Lands: Do vou say that
farmers on the group settlements must get
more?

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: 1 am afraid even
they will have to get more. Prohably 10 o
15 years will clapse before their land can
produce to its fullest extent. It can he
bronght into production only very slowly.
We may assist but cannot hurry nature. I
have seen remarkable improvements in the
South-West, but unfortunately that country
cannot be compared with other estates where
the production is much greater, and wheve
the pastures deve'op in a much shorter time,

I wish now to refer to the position in the
North-East, but will leave the member for
the distriet to cxpress the views of the
settlers eoncerned. We know the eonditions
there are deplorable. It is idle for the
Minister to say that nothing ecan be done.
Either the settlers will have to he removed
and put on to other farms—

The Minister for Lands: T was referring
only to group secttlements.

Hon. C. G- LATHAM : We misunderstood
each other. These scttlers are in an unfor-
tunate position. I am glad the Minister in-
tends to do something for them. It might be
better to take them away and put them else-
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where, or allow them to take up larger hold-
ings, as was done at Esperance,

The Minister for Lands: We are doing
that alveady.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : The Minister spoke
about what the Government had dene to re-
duee thi priee of land. We cannot expect
the same priee to he paid for pastoral land
ag for agrienliural land. He will agree that
is only right. When these settlers originally
tock up the land it was considered to he fit
for wheatgrowing. After years of trial the
settlors find it cannot grow wheat properly
year after year. TUnfortunately, even in
the wheatbelt, a good deal of eountry re-
quires to be broken up for a number of
vears, It cannot be allowed to lie for four
or five years in the expeetation of pastures
heing developed, even with top-dressing.
The ecost of getting a fair quantity of pas-
ture is greater in such instanees than it is
tlsewhere. The Minister does not say that
the last word has been spoken about the set-
tlers on the wheathelt, and T am prepared to
aceept that. With regard to the South-West,
T ‘poiut out that a lot of land is lying idle
there. It is doing nothing hut breeding rab-
hits. The Minister has refused to allow men
to take up land alongside their existing
holdings. A letter was sent to me by lone
man at Nannup, and I passed it on to the
Lands Deparfment.

The Minister for TLands:
man’s name?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is not a fair
question. I will hand the name to the Min-
isler privately. He is a personal friend of
the Mfinister.

The Minister for Lands: That is why he
will not get it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Will the Minister
diseriminate because this man is a friend of
his?

The Minister for Mines: It is dangerous
to give a friend anything in this country.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : If a man does the
right thing he need not be afraid of public
opinion. He need not treat his friends dif-
ferently from his enemies. I would not ex-
pect to be treated like that by the Minister
for Mines beeause he happened to be a
friend of mine. I think he wonld do a fair
thing, and I also think that of the Minister
for Lands. I have been informed that this
land is nothing but a breeding ground for
rabhits. Tf settlers ean make use of it, why

What is the
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not let them do so? Already we have given
them their holdings free. I make a plea that
the Minister will look into this matter. The
settler in question has a grown-up family
with a son to help him, but he cannot get
additional land beecause it is said he owes
money.

Mr. Withers: Perhaps I know the $nan
you mean,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Prohably. That
is a wrong policy. Tt may be necessary for
this man to receive additional assistance.

The Minister for Lands: There is more
than that in it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: He may require
assistance so that he may make ends mect.
The Minister himself has said it is necessary
at times to increase the avea of a holding.
Had aveaz been restricted in the Esperance
distriet the settlers there would have been
in poverty to-day. With the wonderful sea-
son they have had this vear theve should be
very little doubt that they will make ends
meet.

My, Lambert: You did not speak too
nicely of them recently.

Oon. C. G. LATHAM : How diffientt it is
to make people read! I do not know that
I eould have said more than I did. Tt is n.
use saving that because a man owes money
he must be kept on a small bloek on which
he cannot pav his way.

The Minister for Lands: You say this
man is a personal friend of mine, and that
I am treating him unfairly.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes.

The Minister for Lands: There is some-
thing wrong about it. I do not treat my
enemies unfairly,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No? The Minis-
ter treats some of his friends very unfairly.

The Minister for Lands: Not through the
Lands Department.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In this House he
daes. I now wish to refer te the special
settlements. The Minister said he was not
going to pay out any more on these setile-
ments, and that it cannot be done. T do not
know about that. Tf he had thoroughly in-
vestiented the expenditure at Nannup and
at Nornalup he would have found that a lot
of it was unnecessary.

The Minister for Tands: Not at Nannap.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, at both
plaees, hut not at Napier. T have not been
down there to quiz around and make out a
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ense against those scttlements, but I would
like to have the dissected accounts relating
to some of the farms, if the Minister will
make the necessary arrangements.

The Minister for Lands: I have changed
the administration.

Hon. . G. LATHAM: Probably it is
now too late. and the horse has heen let out
of the stable. A little while ago, in com-
panv with other memhers, T visited the
Napirr settlement, and am satisfied that it
is a success. If some money is written off
that settlement it will not cost the State o
reany. The settlers were all unemploved
when they were placed there, and were mar-
ried men with families. The State would
probably have had to find some money and
work for the men, but now they have homes
of their own.

T have always arzued, ever since I was
Minister for Lands, that it was unwise to
canitalise repurchased estates as we did,
adding the interest to the purchase price,
making the land twice its original value tn
start off with, This meant 100 per eent. in-
crease on the purchase nries.  Suech eatates
should not he handed over to people without
money. The Premier, when sitting on
this side of the House, said that was a silly
statement for me to make. I replied that T
wonkl not vt n man withrut money on a
repurchased estate, because it was impossible
for him to make a living and pay his way.
That has heen proved. TFirst there iz the
purchase price—that is plus 5 per cent.—
and then there is the interest. On top of
this burden the settler has to acquire money
by loan to develop the area, and buy his
equipment. He becomes so0 heavily saddled
with debt that his position is impossible at
the outset. T believe it is possible to have
subdivided estates, but they must be sold to
people with monev. The scttlers must not
be loaded with heavy interest rates, and he
obliged to appeal to the Government for
additional advances so that they may make
ends meet. This is my eontribution to the
discussion. T felt T had said all T need say
on the @eneral Estimates, and T would not
have risen again but for the fact that the
Minister was so unfair. It all arose from
an interjection. The only wav out of the
difficulty is for one to he out of the Chamber
when the Estimates are being discussed. T
do not like to be rude; it is not my nature
to he. If T am going to keep in with the
Minister, at least for the next fortmight, he
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will have to he a little more considerate than
he is at times.

The Ministey for Lands: You have been
very unfair vourself.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: My remarks have
heen guite fair, and have been based on fact.
I have eertainly not Leen offensive. T have
decuments to support evervthing I have
said,  Members on this side are glad to have
the information that Lhe Minister proposes
to do something for those who are again
facing a period of hopelessness, Tnless
something is done for those people, I do not
know what will happen te them.

The Minister for Tands: We have been
doing it every day,

Hon, C. G. LATHIAM: I understand they
are of opinion that sustenanee will cease at
the end of the month.

The Minister for Lands: We are doing
something every day. )

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I am glad to
hear that,  These people are not tg bhlame
for the position in which they find them-
selves: they have done their jevel best.
When the land was originally scttled good
sensons made the country look attractive.
We did not know it was going to be subjeet
to droughts, as events have proved. I hope
the Government will treat liberally all the
settlers who need assistance.

MR. WARNER (M¢t. Marshall) [5.28]:
These Estimates considerably affect my dis-
triet. I listened with a great deal of atten-
tion to the speech of the Minister. TUn-
doubtedly the Lands Department and the
Agricultural Bunk have shown great sym.-
pathy towards the farming community, espe-
eially those in the marginal areas. T trust
this sympathetic attitude will be the means
of keeping farmers on their holdings and
that they will he cnabled to retrieve their
positions.  Representatives of farming con-
stitueneies desire to give eredit where eredit
is due. We admit that the Government has
done a great deal to help the farmers.
Sympathetic treaiment meted out to the
settlers will, T heliete, save the sitnation for
many of them, and will mean that they will
stay on their holdings instead of abandoning
them.  Particularly does this apply to one
or two distriets in my clectorate. The pro-
ducers still find themselves in an unfortun-
ate position, not only in this State but in
other parts of Australia. For some vears
past produeers have not heen able to get a
price for their eommodities, and therefore

‘hand information about it.
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have not been able to work at a profit. A
Yow months ago it sceined that the season in
the North-Eastern portion of the wheat belt
wus going to prove good. But ynfortunately
the rains did wot come as expected, and
now there is no possible chanee for those
arcas even if rain docs come.  The Premier’s
outlook must have been very bright when he
predicted a 40,000,000 bushel harvest. So
far as the eastern wheat belt is concerned, his
estimate will be oub: some very heavy crops
must be expected elsewhere to bring the
vield up to that figure. Personally, I be-
lieve the Premier's estimate will he 6,000,000
hushels out. If the yield is 34,000,000
bushels, that will be a shock to the Govern-
ment, as it will then lose the amount of eredit
overseas that the 6,000,000 bushels would
produce, as well os rail freights and other
advantages that might be derived from that
quantity. Some provision should be made on
the Estimates to cnable the fariners in that
district to carry on operations during the
coming year, and this will make a difference
to the cstimated amount of revenue for the
resent year.

1 have made a very careful study of my
distriet. T spent a forimight or 16 days in
travelling over practically the whole of it,
nor was I alone in doing so. The Commis-
sioners of the Agrienltural Bank also toured
the distriet about the same time as I did,
and I am pleased to know that they under-
stand lhe position as well as they do. A
very hard time faces the scttlers in the
north-eastern distriet this year. I discmssed
the position with the Commissioners of the
Agricultural Bank, who reccived me very
rourteously and made no demur at all about
civing me a hearing on my veturn. I am
quite satisfied from the statements made by
the Commissioners ihat the farmers in my
distriet are doing the best they ean without
assistanece. What the position is likely to
be has been well known to them for months
past and I think T am right in saying that
the reports of the inspeetors of the hank fo
the head office have hren carcfully seruti-
nised. “As I say, two of the commissioners
travelled through the distriet to secure first-
I am convinecd,
from statements wmate hy the Chair-
man  of the Commissioners, that the
hank will do its part during the coming
vear. The present position of the farmers
in the north-eastern wheat belt is unenviable
and precarious. For threc years they have
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received Jow prices for their produce; and
for the past four years they have suffered
drought conditions. They have carried on
each year, fallowing and putting in crops,
hoping to get another harvest, and this
scason they are let down again. Some of
the farmers did hope to reap a little crop
last year and the year before; but drought
conditions breed discases and plagues, and
the grasshopper pest cleaned up the little
they might otherwise have got. These far-
mers have had no income for the past seven
veuars, and, unless assisted by the Govern-
ment, cannot eentinue their operations.
Their plant has deteriorated, and in many
cases is hecoming worn out. At present
they have no hope of replacing it, There
would appear te he no hope of replacing the
plant, unless the Bill suggested by the
member for Avon is passed and they ecan
obtain moncy for the purpose.

The Minister for Lands: Are you pro-
posing to introduce such a Bill?

Mr. WARNER: It wonld not be much
use to do so now. The farmer himself has
lost seven years of his working life. That
means more than seven years of the ordin-
ary working man's life, becausze the farmer
has not only worked long hours, hut has
had the worry to carry. We all realise the
farmer must be kept in production. Where
should those wha live in the metropolitan
area he if it were not for the primary pro-
ducer? We know the primary producer
keeps the State going. The miners, hy
their sweat and work, produce gold and
coal; they are slaves, The timber hewer
eontributes his meed to our export trade;
he works under hard eonditions. But the
farmer works much longer hours and, I
think, in many ecases harder; while in addi-
tion, he has the worry from vear to year of
his harvest. Yet he is the man who gets
the least reward for his lahour. During the
years I have heen in Parliament, I have, in
common with other members representing
country districts, always pleaded for better
treatment for the man on the land, for bet-
ter education facilities, railway serviees,
water supplies and better living conditions.
Is it not but right that the farmer should
be granted some of those ameliorations that
he is seeking all the time? Who has more
right to better treatment by the people than
has the primary producer? Should he not
participate in the fruits of his labour? He
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arows the food that we eat. yet in many
eases he has not sufficient food or clothing
for himsclf and his family. The men and
the women who toil throughout the year on
farms, more particularly in the north-east-
ern wheat helt, are denied the comforts en-
joyed hy people living in the metropolitan
aren. Fven if the latter are taxed to ame-
liorate the conditions of those living on fhe
land, there should be no grumbling, because
surely those who produce what the others
eat should enjoy the same standard of liv-
ing. They are not asking tno much in de-
manding a reasonable standard of living.
The Minister must know that we dare not
Iet the farmer abhandon his Tholding; the
farmer must he kept praducing so that the
people in the city may live. T ask of the
Minister that he demand from the Federal
Government, or from the State Government,
an amount that will enable the farmer to
replace some of the worn-out plant that he
has been unable to replace during the past
six or seven years. Some people say the
farmers should have had new plant, hut it
has heen impossible for them to obtain it
dnring the Jast four or five years, and the
fact that plant starts to wear out almost
immediately it is put into nse must be borne
in mind, In addition, the farmers have
heen spending what money they conld get on
fencing and general improvements. They
are therefore now in the unenviable posi-
tion of not having efficient plant to do their
work. They eannot be expected to do good
work if they have not efficient plant and
implements with which to do it. T hope the
Minister will use every endeavour to equip
the farmers in the marginal arcas with
plant and tools necessary to carry out their

work. The past fowr scasons, with
the drought and insect pests, have re-
duced  large numbers ol the farming

community to the lowest ¢bh of poverty and
distress, vet they have stuck to their hold-
ings to grow food for the naftion and keep
this State solvent. The farmer often docs
not get suflicient out of his prodnee to main-
tain himself and his family. These faets
are not sufticiently known to the people of
the metropolitan area. The farmer does not
desire to be continually squealing about his
poverty, but I think the people of the metro-
politan area should know the vconditions
under which he is living.
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The Minister stated that Seetion 51 of
the Apgricultural Bank Act has proved a
suceess and that the outery against it has
ceased, 1 believe this to be true. T have
just attended a eonference of the Lands
Committee of the R.S.L. and no item con-
cerning Section 51 or Section 33 of the Agri-
cultural Bank Act appeared on the agenda.
The reason is the sympathetic administration
of the Act by the Commissioners of the
Agrienltural Bank. T could guote some cases,
but shall not take up the time of the House
in doing so. T sincerely hope that this sym-
pathetic treatment will continue. With the
Agrienitural Bank and the farmers working
50 harmoniously, the bhetter it is for the
farmers and the Bank.

I was pleased to hear the Minister con-
clude his speech with good wishes for the
farmer and the hope for a better wind-up
of the season. As far as the northern part
of my district is eoncerned, however, I do
not think the hope will be realised, as addi-
tional rain is not likely to fall now. The
farmers there will be fortunate if they have
a patch or two sufficient to yield hay and
seed wheat; they cannot now hope to reap
good erops no matter what rain we may have.

I desire to pay a tribute to the Commis-
sioners of the Agricultural Bank for keep-
ing in toueh with the distriets under their
centrol.  As I have previously stated, the
Chairman visited the marginal areas of the
distriect and has the position there at his
finger-tips. I have every reason to believe
the Commissioners are working on a plan
that will enable them to meet those econdi-
tions shounld they ceeur again. T trnst that
money will be made available to enable the
Commissioners {o earry out proposals for the
marginal areas which, I believe, will prove
satisfactory as soon as we get through the
present evele of bad scasons. The faet that
the Commissioners are aware of the posi-
tion has given much satisfaction to the set-
tlers, The General Manager of the Bank,
Mr, Abey, should be congratulated upon and
thanked for the courtesy and consideraiion
he extends to members representing countrv
distriets whenever they present any problem
to him. He ean be depended upon to give
a prompt reply. Speaking for myself, I
have received all possible consideration from
him. The desire of the Bank, I am sure, is
not to harass settlers, but to secure smooth
working for them and for the Bank, In
gencral, I believe that the Commissioners
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are making every effort possible to help the
settlers. The Chairman has advised me—
and I gather this also from the interjections
of the Minister—that the Bank will earry on
next season those farmers who oheyed the
directions of the Bank last year, namely, to
prepare their fallow for the coming season,
although they have no erop this vear. I do
not think the leased heldings will he ahan-
doned. T believe that the scheme of group-
ing holdings will prove a safe one, and that
the farmers may now extend their operations
and run sheep, so that when good seasons
return they will be able to apply for a trans-
fer of the leased property. We eannot
afford to have those areas abandoned. I
am quite convinced that at present we are
merely passing through a cyele of bad years.
True, it has lasted longer than any similar
eycle in our experience, but when the good
scasons veturn, our asset will be well worth
all the monetary assistanee that has been
given. I hope that sympathetic trcatment
will be extended to the farmers, not only in
the north-eastern areas, but in those other
matginal areas where bad luck has dogged
them this year. The Minister should en-
deavour to make money available to replace
some of the worn-ont machinery on the
farms and ensure that the Agricultural Rank
will not be starved for funds to continue its
sympathetic treatment of farmers.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet—in reply) [5.47]:
I thank members for their reception of the
department’s Estimates. All seem to be sat-
isfied that the department has done a very
ood job during the last few years. The
Leader of the Opposition said he would not
have spoken on these stimates but for
something 1 said in the course of my re-
marks. Let me point out that the hon,
member has not been entircly generous in
his remarks. He spoke of the number of
settlers who have gone off the land. I admit
that is n faet, but during his administration
a thousand settlers went off the land.

Mr. Cross: He was eareful not to say
anything about them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But it
was a progressive stage. I believe that Es-
perance lost 400 people who had to leave
their holdings, but now it is admitted that
the Esperance scttlements are being de-
veloped along sound lines, and that the
prospects for reconstruetion there are verv
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hopeful. Many of the settlers who left the
Esperance district are now working in the
mines at Kalgoorlie, and many of them
have told me that they propose to return fo
Esperance. If they can save a few pounds
in the mining industry, they intend to re-
turn to the land. Thousands of farmers and
iheir sons went to the goldfields when the
seasons and conditions on the land were not
good, They went to the goldfields where
wages were high and work was plentiful at
the time. That is only a repetition of what
happened in the Eastern States during the
depression of the nineties.  Thousands of
people left the land in New South Wales,
Vietorin and South Anstralia and came to
the goldfields. The goldficlds were praeti-
cally populated by farmers from the East-
ern States. Lafer, many of them returned
to the land. That must happen from time
to time, and it is a good thing that when
condifions in one place are bhad, people
should get out and seek a livelihood else-
where. A community that does that is
possessed of some quality. Is not that bet-
ter than living en deles, and getling inls
debt? Of course it is. When I visit the
Murchison goldfields and meet men and
their sons who were formerly farming in
the Geraldton district, they express a desire
to return to the land. When seasons are
bad and prices fall, people will move from
the agricultnral aveas to other distriets
where the conditions for the time being are
hetter. T repeat, it is a good sign when
people have the initiative to do that sort
of thing.

The Leader of the Opposition referred to
group settlement. I did not propose to say
o word about his association with group set-
tlement, but he has brought it on himself.

Hon, C. G. Latham: Go for your life. I
wias never in charze of group settlement.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member said there were two agreements.
One agreement was made by Sir James
Mitehell with the British Government, but
it was eancelled, and the then Premier
{Hon. P. Collier) secured a hetter agree-
ment.

Hoen. C. G. Latham: And more money.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: Sir
James Mitehell proposed to make farms for
£1,000 each, to clear 20 acres of land and
stock it. Having done that, lo, a farm was
made! Tt was not. Such a holding could
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not earry stock to any eztent. When we
took office, group settlement was only in its
initial stages. During our administration we
provided the houses, stock, equipment, fene-
ing and pastures for the holdings. Year
after year, we made available large sums of
money to further that work.  That, how-
cver, was & policy handed down to us by
the Mitchell Government, and it could not be
side-stepped. We conld not break faith with
the British Government after thousands of
settlers had been brought here. We had to
go on with group settlement. The figures
ruoted by the Leader of the Opposition
show that during my period of administra-
tion expenditure was pedmeed. That is a
fact; T did reduce expenditure. Without
boasting, 1 can claim that I restricted the
waste on group areas and wiped out hun-
dreds of locations that were unsuitable. I
believe that the only land selected when the
Collier Government was in oflice was the
Maryhrook Estate. I asked one surveyor
why inferior land was selected for the group
sett!lements, and he replied, “The truth is
that mirvants wove Comdig hee so fasi {hai
I had to find a place for them, and was not
given time to seleet the hest land.” The
late Hon. W. J. George made a similar state-
ment in this House. One of the oldest
surveyors iold me that lhe was practieally
foreed to select the land.

When T was in the Denmark district dur-
ing the time of the reconstruction, I was in-
formed that a large area had heen seleeted
theve for the purpose of group settlement in
the future. I asked where the area was and
was told it was at a place called William
Bay. On investigation I found that it was
prrely coastal sandplain and T said, It
will never do  for group settlement.” The
reply was, “Well, the surveyors were told to
take it as a face” Had that secheme been
proceeded with, we would have had a very
disastrous experience there. We did not
seleet the Northeliffe plain. Consequently I
say that we did not have much to do with
the expenditure on group settlement apart
from that which was forced upon us. We
can admit that the major portion of the ex-
penditure incurred during our time was cn-
tailed for the provision of stoek, houses,
fencing, equipment and pastures.

When the subject of group scttlement was
under diseussion in this Honse in the carlier
stages, T gave some progressive examples. I
gave an instanee of a holding that had cost
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more than £1,200 long before the home had
been provided and stock purchased. Under
the agreement, the British Government
areanged to pay portion of the intevest
on every £1,000 or part thereof, and M.
Collier got the consideration increased to
£1,500. Tn those carly davs I considered
that had we initiated a ovoup scitlement
seheme in a small way and fried out the
svstem  fivst, we could subsequently have
enlarged it with great advantage. Not-
withstanding the millions of pounds that
have been written off group settlement, T am
confident that the monev will be recouped to
this country seme day. I am glad to say
that the group settlers are making good and
will confinue to make satisfactory progress
s0 long as prices remain at a reasonshle
level. I consider that we have now paid fov
our experience: we know what is required,
and year by vear I believe group settle-
ment production will refurn more and more
to the State and prove of inestimable ad-
vantage.

I can say the same of the special settle-
ments. The Leader of the Opposition stated
that at Napier no money had been lost.
Some money. was lost there, because the
settlers are not heing debited with the whole
of the expendifure on the holdings. When
the Agrienltural Bank took over the hold-
ings, they were re-assessed, and the settlers

taken over on the re-assessment. I do
not believe there has been much waste
of money at Nannup. I do not want

to diseuss the XNornalup settlement, but

I found it nccessary to change the
whole of the administration. 1 regret
to say that some of the expenditure

was incurred on the provision of matevial
that was oot at all necessary. Rabbit-proof
netting was sent there, and when I took
charge of the Lands Department I found
that the netling had heen erected avound
‘the holdings but, in my opinion, erected pre-
maturcly, beeause much of the fencing had
been erushed hy falling limbs. I gave in-
structions that nany nefting not already
crected should not he uszed. T suppose not
mueh of the netting erected wonld be of any
value fo-day. The land had not been cleaned
up, and the trees had fallen on the netfing
and destroyed it. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition said fhat T had been verv unfair to a
friend of mine.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I did not emphasise
the “friend.”
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
friend, like any foe, will get justice from the .
department. I would make no distinetion
for this friend or anvone else. If he was re-
fused ecrtain land, there were very good
rensons for the refusal. The Leader of the
Oppesition has promised to supply me with
bis mune; when I have that information, £
will make Lurther inquivies. However, the
faet that he is said to be a friend shows that
he did not reeeive unfair treatment, for how
could one oxtend unfair treatment to a
friend? The Leader of the Opposition was
rather ungenerows in his references to my
work at the Lands Department for he said,
“The Minister cannot have much to do” I
admit that in the old days, when in charge
of the Lands Department, T had a compara-
tively easy time for five or six years. T had
no tronble in the wheat helt beeause the con-
dition of the industry was prosperous- and
theve was a heavy demand for land. My
only diffienlties then were in respeet of
croup settlement matters, and T was able to
confine my attention almost execlusively to
that phase of the adminisirative work. The
seasons at that time were splendid in the
wheat Dhelt and wheat prices averaged about
5s. a bushel. On the other hand, during the
past five vears I have been innndated with
lrouble in dealing with farmers who were
down and cut. If members discuss the situa-
tion with any business man, he will tell
them that in bad times he is confronted with
trouble and worries, but in good times he
has little to bother about. For instance,
a Dlackfellow c¢ould manage a station i
good vears, but it takes a capable man to
manage it in bad years, when drought con-
ditions prevail. During the past five years
there has been an incessant clamounr for relief
on the part of the farmers, and they have
sceured relief, T have been personally asso-
ciated with the reconstruction that has heen
carried out, and evervthing done was after
consultation with me, Although T do not
mterfere  with  the Agrienltural Bank
Commissioners, they have always dis-
cussed with me the policy they desired
to pursue. If the Leader of the Opposi-
tion should be in charge of the ail-
ministration of the Lands Department in
the vears to eome, he will probably know
what it is fo e inundated with requests
from people who are down and out. He
should not have made that reference to my
ndministration of the Lands Department be-
cause, when he was in charge of it he had
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to deal with only the Health Department in
addition, for Sir James Mitehell adminis-
tered the affairs of the Agricultural Bank.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Sir James Mitchell
was away a great deal,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
been Acting Minister for Mines and Aecting
Minister for Agrviculiure when those Minis-
ters have been absent, and I have not made
any complaints because of the extra work.
I do not say I am over-taxed, but I do
elaim that any Minister in charge of the
Lands Department is called upon fo do a
man’s job. I put in all my time there,
sometimes working on Saturdays and oecea-
sionally on Sundays. The departmental
work is full of difficulties, and the settlers
are conironted with many problems. There
have been numerous eomplaints and de-
mands for reconstruction. Those complaints
had to be attcnded to and the reconstrue-
tion carried out. A lot of work was in-
volved in those activities.

The Minister for Works: And there were
matters affecting bulk handling thrown in.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, that
is a small item. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion referred fo the north-eastern agricul-
tural areas. The Government is extending
sympathetic treatment to the seftlers in those
paris, and be the settler good or bad, we do
not blame him for his present position. We
are considering his position because of ecir-
cumstances over which he has had no con-
trol. Hence the work of reconstruetion is
proceeding apace in the north-eastern dis-
tricts, and the member for Mount Marshall
(Mr. Warner) has already mentioned that
point. T hope the steps that are being
taken will put the settlers in good heart, but
that cannot he entirely achieved unless the
drv seasons break. Unfortunately, ever since
T have been in office, the secttlers have ex-
perienced unsatisfactory seasens, and thai
applies to the eastern portions of the wheat
belt particularly. A good rainfall and satis-
factory prices are the only faectors that ean
make the men on the land satisfied and
happy. The Government ecannot provide
them with the prices they want and cer-
tainly ecannot make rain. In consequence
of the unprecedented drought, the Govern-
ment has advanced not less than £500,000 to
the seitlers in the form of relief payvment=.
That is not a had record. I think the settlers
appreciate what has been done for them,

1049

and so far as the Government can, it will
continue that assistance until better times
arrive,

With regard to the resolution carried at
the reecent Returned Soldiers’ Conference, to
which the Leader of the Opposition re-
ferred, T do not attach much importance to
such a decision, whether it was carried
unanimously or otherwise. I would natur-
ally expeet that a motion moved with the
object of securing something from the Gov-
crnment would be carried unanimously. Who
wonld hother to oppose such a proposal?
Such people have no responsibilities to
shonlder, and so they adopt the attitude of
getting what they can from the Government.

The Minister for Works: Perhaps the
member for Mount Marshall was priming
them up.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
think he did that. However, the Leader of
the Opposition quoted that resolutionm, but
I shali refer to what the R.S.L. executive
had to say about the administration in the
Suuin-YWest, That is the better index. ‘I'nhe
exccutive members are in close touch with
the settlers. They frequently see me and
#lso the Commissioners of the Agricultural
Bank about conditions affecting the settlers.
The organisation has a Lands Committee
that devotes the whole of its time to such
matters. This is what the executive said in
its report:—

The dairying industry provides the one
bright spot in the soldier setilers’ outlook.
The South-West settlers have some troubles,
of course, but their position is considerably
improved. Any vigitor to the South-West must
now be struck by the extraordinary progress
made. Development of a permanent nature is
everywhere evident; stock has not only im-
proved in priee, but the quality iz a pronounced
grade higher. Complaints and discontent have
been suceeeded by reports of a very encourag-
ing nature, and I think it is not too muech to
expect that the South-West of our State will
earry a big population in years to come.
“Complaints and discontent have heen suec-
ceeded by reports of a very encouraging na-
ture.” That is the experience of the re-
turned soldiers’ executive, which deals with
the affairs of settlers all the year round.
Members will agree with me that we
need not attach too much importance to
a single resolution, the object of which was
to obtain something more from the Govern-
ment.  Moreover, does not a resolution such
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as that referred to evidenee lack of appre-
eiation on the part of some peopie? One
delegate said that the present Gfovermmnent
had alwayxs rejected the idea that a man
should get a living before he met his obli-
gations, and talked about the Shylock atti-
tude adopted by the Administration. Faney
talking about Shylock with veference to an
Administration that has been responsible for
writing off £6,000,000 or 30 per cent. of
the settlers’ liabilities! Does that not show
an extraordinary laek of appreciation? I
o not think the man who moved that mo-
tion was quite in order in advancing such
a complaint respecting the men on the
land. There are many people who do not
wish it to be known that they are doing
well, When T was dealing with group settle-
ment matters in the earlier days, 1 visited
the holdings of some of the seftlers, I
went to the home of a settler who was
deseribed us a very good man. He had
made a lol of woney at contract eleaving.
On, his holding he had 80 aceres cleared at
the time of the revaluation. T said to him,
““How arve vou getting an?’’ He replied,
““Not too good. I am only earrying two
cows on my property.’? T asked him if the
holding would not carry more than that
and he replied, **No, it is no good.’” I
said, ““We have cleared 80 acres for you;
we are not going to do any more. You
can do the rest or vou ean leave the block.
You will understand it is not much use
clearing land that will carry two cows
to 80 aeres.” He replied, ‘I admit it
locks bad.”’ T told him we were not going
any further with it, but he said, “*T am
elearing another 10 acres; will you pay me to
finish that?” T told him that I would do so.
The next time I went there I found his
holding was well grassed and he was run-
ning hetween 30 and 40 cows. That man
has done extremely well, and paid his inter-
est even hefore the last revaluation. He has
now paid up part of his prineipal and is in a
sound position. T do not take any notice of
those people who always say they are not do-
ing too well. T find it is a habit of some
people to talk like that, and that peeuliarity
is not confined to farmers. I was not pre-
sent when the motion was moved, or when
reference was made fo the “Shyloek busi-
ness of wanting everything hack for any-

thing given, and a little more,” or I
should have had something to say
about it. T had intended to provide

members with interesting information to

[ASSEMBLY.]

show how several settlers bave pro-
gressed, but unfortunately I left the let-
ters in my office. I hope fo have them
later on. IHowever, a weck ago I received
a letter from an accountant in Bunbury.
He said he knew I was interested in the
development of the South-West and for-
warded me the aceounts of two people with
whom he was associated to show how they
were progressing. One of the men had
bought a farim on which he had paid a de-
posit three years ago, and the farm was
now paid for. The other man was working
at a profit of £300 a year. That will indi-
cate to members how settlers arve progress-
ing in the South-West. I shall produee
those two letters, with the audited accounts,
50 that members may have the details. The
probabilities are that if any creditor spoke to
these particular individuals and asked
them how they were progressing, they
would not admit their actual position. As
o the statement that the Government hnd
always rvejected the idea that a seftler
shoutd provide for his living before he
met his obligations, if the Bank were to
allow the living cxpenses of a settler to
be treated preferentially, nothing might be
received from him because much of the
living of the settler is dependent entively
upon his energy. Some years ago state-
ments were made that certain settlers were
starving. Puoblic meetings were held in
Perth and agitations were commenced.
Again, when the Agricultural Bank Com-
missioners set about revaluing the holdings,
agitations were again started. T went down
to the areas to see for myself what the
actual conditions were. As a result T conld
have vrefuted cvery complaint that was
made. Accompanied by Mr. MeLarty, T
visited one settlement. We spoke to one
woman and asked her if she was starving.
She said there was no stavvation there.
She had a family of six children. To make
a long story short, she showed us her
chaeses, bacon, hams, and garden produce.
8he showed me that they had had a erop
of potatoes to sell, valued at £30, whereas her
neighbour had none to eat.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Before
the tea adjournment T was speaking about
the resolution that was discussed by the re-
turned =oldiers and was referred to by the
Leader of the Opposition. T was pointing
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out that it was utterly impossible for the
bank to gauge what would be a sufficient
living allowance for any scttler. So much
depends upon the settler himself. Some
settlers ean provide so much more than others
and it is impossible for the bank to have
any  complete  knowledge of the circum-
stances of each case. I guoted instances of
some <etflers who had nothing while others
had an abundance.  On that tour we had
occasion to visit a settler who said he had
uo meat for Christmas. The settler told a
Press reporter that his poverty was such
that he had no moat for Christmas. T said
te him, “Why not kil! a calf if you had no
meat?’ He replied, “We do not like veal.™
I told him that he had said he had no meat,
to which he replied. “T had a roast leg of
pork in the safe” I asked him why he did
not tell the veporter that. He answered,
“He did not ask me” So I found that that
scttler was not without meat of some kind.
The reporter related what he thonght was
the position. I was asked what I was going
1o dv for the man, and I said “Nothing.”
Mewbers wiil reaiise the posiiton of the
bank. One scitler has an abundance, and
another settler has nothing. To say that
the Government is not concerned about this
matter is not true. The bank could never
tnndertake the expense of inquiring into all
the aspects of a farmer's situation. but some
provision is certninly made for all seitlers.
Whatever provision is possible is made. So
far as the finances of the State will allow,
help is given. The swstenanee rate for mar-
ried men on the wheatbelt was inereased
from £6 to £9 2 month. We made provision
that sufficient chaff shonld be sent out to
keep two eows so that milk would be pro-
vided for the children of settlers. The set-
tlers are always allowed to keep sufficient
wheat to grist for flour and to feed their
fowls and pixs. It cannot he said that this
Government has not had sympathy for the

farmevs. Tt has given cverv consideration
to thehr cirenmstances and has endea-
voured to improve them. The Leader

of the Opposition said that T was inconsist-
ent in the prices for butterfat that I quoted.
T pointed out that prices had risen
from 9.94. per 1b. in 1933 to 15.4d. in 1937.
He said that T made the statemant that dur-
ing his term of office the price of butterfat
was 15d. per lb. That is correet. That
was in the vear 1831. I thank hon.
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members for the remarks made conecern-
ing the administration of the department.
We do not imagine for a moment that we
will receive mueh appreciation for what we
have done. That would be human natuore.
We know that there are people always ready
to belittle the administration; but I have
never been prepared to make promises that I
have not intended to keep. I believe I ean
¢ay that whenever I have made a promise 1
have kept it. I have never stumped the
country with a view to endeavouring to
nndermine the position of members opposite.

Hon. C. & Latham: No? I ean tell you
a few things you have said.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: At elec-
tion time, possibly, but not during any Min-
isterial visit. I do not want to be too pessi-
mistic about the prospeets of the wheat-
belt, but the situation is not bright. 1
have had telephone messages from far-
mers who ave alarmed about the position
and exeept in one or two distriets the
rainfall has net been satisfactory. How-
ever, T do not regard this drought as a
noarmal Climatia  conditions
must change sooner or later, If during the
last few vears the wheatgrowers bad had
good sensons, even with the lower prices
that have prevailed, they would have been
a happier eommunity with a different out-
look. T think T ean understand the state
of mind of settlers who have faced drought
conditions  for four years, who have
seen their erops germinate and have had
hopes built up then to find their hopes frus-
frated in the end. That must have a very
had effect on the mind of the settler and
must give him a jaundiced outlook on life.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: It is hearthreaking.

Mr. Stubbs: Yon cannot control the
weather.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
done everything possible, and I am satisfied
that most people will realise that.  If we had
had good seasons there would have been an
entirely different outlook in Western Aus-
tralia. T have the greatest svmpathy with
those settlers. But the hank has never in-
sisted upon receiving interest or that these
people shonld pay back the annual I.AB,
advances. There could not be n more gene-
rous Administration than there is to-day. If
members opposite were returned {o offiee thev
might do as well as we have done, but fhey
wonld need to have a lot of luck. The sea-
sons must change some day, bot it is neces-

panditinn
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sary to realise that prices are a disturbing
factor in world affairs to-day. The shadow
that oppresses us just now in relation to
world affairs and which makes the things we
are discussing seem comparatively petty, is
10t likely to improve the market for Aus-
tralian produce in the fuiure. If the world's
prosperity is destroyed, so is ours. e are
in the unfortunate position of being a
primary producing country dependent on
markets abroad. We have not arrived at
the stage reached by the United States which
has 120,000,000 people, and which ¢an in-
troduce all sorts of financial policies to keep
industry going. I[f we had 30,000,000 or
40,000,000 people we would not need to
worry. We would have a home market
and could introduce any system of finance to
meet the home situation, The United States
can do so. That country can do things that
no other nation ean do, and yet the Govern-
ment does not escape blame and misunder-
standing. We are in an eutirely different
position from the United States. We de-
pend on the world’s markets; we have a
small home consumption market, and that
market does not give us an opportunity
to sell all of our produce. If the same
markets existed now as existed before the
last Great War or during the 10 years
following the war, we would have great
apportanities for advancement in Western
Anstralia,

The Leader of the National Party, in an-
noueing the land policy of that party some
time ago said that it did not propose to em-
hark upon new scitlements but rather to
consolidate settlements already existing.
That is the policy the Government has pnr-
sued. We are consolidating the settlements
already existing. Quite a number of new
settlers have ecertammly gone on the land.
That is because there has been a much
greater demand for group settlement areas.
Apart from that, however. our policy is
to consolidate the existing settlements, and
when the opporfunity comes for a Govern-
ment to establish new settlements, it will
have an established industry on which to
base the project. In coneclusion, I thank
members for the absence of nneomplaining
remarks.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Farmers' Debts Ad jnstment,
£6,225; Ayricultnral Banl:, Tudustries 1ssist-
owce B‘nard and Soldiers" Land Settlement,
£107,150-—ngreed to. .

[ASSEMBLY.]

Vote—Public and  Buildings,

£96,005 :

Works

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
IL. Millington—>Mt. Hawthorn) [7.43]: It is
usual when infroducing the Revenue Esti-
mates to present # brief resume of the activ-
ities of the department. That does not in-
clude the work which is financed from the
Loan Fund or done under the Muin Road
Board programme out of the petrol tax
fund whieh at present amounts to three-
quarters of a million pounds, Thus the
Revenue Estimates do not give an aceurate
idea of the work carried omt by the
department, considering that a great deal
of money 1s spent from lean funds that can-
not be discussed under the Estimates. The
expenditure from revenue last year on
ordinary public works and buildings
amounted to £93,682. From the revenue
votes, for maintenanee and other charges, in-
cluding interest and sinking fund, a total
of £1806,245 was cxpended including £125,155
for the Goldficlds Water Supply and £61,000
for other hydraulic undertakings. From
Loan funds, including expenditure from
Loan Suspense Account, the total expendi-
ture was £805,459, making a grand total of
£1,085,386. In addition, an amount of
£97.1%4 was expended by the department in
connection with works not provided for on
the Estimates under my control, as follows:
—Commonwealth  Employmeni  Scheme
grants £214, Hospital Funds, other depart-
ments, ete. £96,910; a total of £97,124. A
eomparison between the total expenditnre
for the year 1937-38, from all sources,
namely £1,182,510, and the total expendi-
tare for the previous year, namely
£1,248,629, shows a deercase of £66,119.
The dissection of the total expenditure of
£1,182,510, plus expendifure on town plan-
ning £1,478, a grand total of £1,183,988,

is— <

SBalaries and incidentals 84,930
Harbours and Rivers 133,260

Water Supplies, Drmmgc and Irn-
gation .. 532,212
Roads and Bridges .. 154,982

Pablic buildings (mcludmg Abat-
toirs) 207,979

Bulk H’mdlmg of thfll; "lf. Bun~
bury 56,747
Miscellaneous . 13,883
£1,183,983
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The principal works undertaken by the de-
partment last vear were—

5

Fremantle Harbour Works. . . 28,720
Fremantle fishing boat break“ater 7,549
Swan River improvements .. . 26,194
Roehourne Harbour facilities (Pomt.

Samson jetty) . .. 24,302
Water supplies for Towns:

Geraldton water supply .. 11,515

Bridgetown water supply 2,201

Narrogin water sopply .. 1,645

Collie water supply 1,021

Goldfields Water Supply expenditure for
the year was—
£

Further progress in renewing main
conduit and steel and wood pipes 180,897
Kalgoorlic and Boulder mines main 12,656
Yorkrakine extension 6,206
Norsemun water supply retncu[at:on 3,105
£202,864

For water supplies in agrienltural areas,

drainage and irrigation the expenditure
was—
£
Country tanks . .- 52,500
Drainage and irrigation in the
South-west . 64,706
£117,215

Expenditure on water supplies on the East-
ern and other goldfields for the year was—

£
Agnew domestic water supply 550
Yoonanmi water supply 2,048
Big Bell boring .- 536
Meekatharra water suppl) alter-l.-
tions . . . . 1,255
£5,288

Improvements and additions to abattoirs
acconnt for £2,965, and in conection with
Roads and Bridges the continuation of the
road programme absorbed £154,977.

Expenditure on public buildings for the
year was—

£
New schools and quarters .. 49 543
Hospitals and institutions .. 20,104
Police stations, gaols, econri houscs,
and quarters .. . 4,190
Minor works 7,246
£81,083

T now turn to details of revenue collee-
tions for the past financial year. The esti-
mated amount of revenue from all sources
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Tor the year 1937-38 was £389,065. The
actual  revenue received amounted to
£384,003, showing a deficiency of £5,062 on
the estimate for the year. The estimated
revenue for the year 1938-39, and the actunal
colleetions for the previous financial year,

" are—

Estimated Actual
1938-39. 1937-38.
£ £
Public works 31,000 28,965

Town planning .. . 60 61

Geldfields Water ‘Supply 300,000 293,873

Other hydraulic undertak-
ings 62,000 61,104
£393,060 £384,003

The table shows an increase for the year
1938-39 of £9,057 on the actual amount re-
ceived last year. If members desire further
information, I ean supply statements for
the vear 1937-38 of revenue actually re-
ceived as compared with the estimated reve-
nue for last year. I submit, at the outset,
that this does not give an idea of the aeti-
vities of the deparment; but you, Mr. Chair-
man, would not permit, nor is it desirable
that there should be, a discussion of works
which will appear on the Loan Estimates.
I therefore content myself with presenting
these estimates for the year.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [7.33]: On this
Vote I wish to draw the Minister’s atien-
tion to a deputation which waited upon him
some 12 or 15 months ago at the Kent strect
weir, Cannington. Some vears ago, by a
previous Government, a weir was built over
the Canning River. From the inception
that work has not proved satisfactory. The
Government I refer to tried to do the work
cheaply, and it has never heen effective. In
early summer, due to the fact that the Can-
ning is a tidal river, and the further fact
that the salt water backs up at the weir
even when full of fresh water, the strueture
does not satisfactorily keep back the salk
water whiclt goes up the river. This has
cansed considerable losses to settlers in the
higher reaches. After numerous complaints,
and after attempis by the Public Works De-
partment to remedy the unsatisfactory posi-
tion, strong representations were made by
the scttlers. The department did make seri-
ous cfforts; another couple of planks were
put on, and this to some extent prevented
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water from going up the river. However,
it was not z vemedy, becanse the planks
did not keep either the fresh water in or
the salt water out. It is a serious matter
when salt water gets on young vegetation in
market gardens. Men who have spent fheir
life’s savings in establishing gardens find
themselves Eaced with a position of the
utmost gravity. Every member knows the
work such men have to do and the small
returns they reeeive from vegetables sold
on the Perth market.

Finally we induced the Minister, aceom-
panied by enginecrs, to have a look at the
weir,  We asked for a reconstruction of the
weir, and the Minisler promised that the
work would be done effectively hefore this
summer. We are getting perilously near fo
the period when high tides will again oper-
ate in the Canning River, and as yet the
work has mnot been put in hand. I
understand that the engineers have reported
to the effect that it is not possible to re-
construet the present weir satisfactorily, and
that it will be necessary to construet a new
weir at a cost of about £4,000. This is a
most important work. The Government
and the Public Works Department are look-
ing around for repreductive jobs. This comes
under that category. At least one grower
who receives, or should receive, benefit from
the weir, at times employs up to 70 people,
and is one of the largest producers in the
greater metropolitan arca. He has proved
that an Australian can compete even with
cheap foreign lahour, at the same time pro-
ducing a better class of vegetable. He has
made = sueeess of his job. Again, the live-
lithood of some hundred scttlers is dependent
on the weir, and so is, I may add, a con-
siderable proportion of the vegetable and
produce supply fo the eity of Perth.
I should like the Minister to tell ws when
he proposes to 2o on with the construction
of the weir, how long it will be hefore he
intends to carry out the promise he made.
This is an important work, and I am hoping
the Minister will sec to it that the job is
put in hand straight away. The present weir
is practically useless just now when 1t is most
required. It means that if there be a strong
tide ap that river—the Minister and his en-
gincers are aware of this—the tidal waters
will bank up two or three feet higher at the
weiyr than lower down the river,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. . D, Ferguson: And the salt water
will ruin all the vegetables.

Mr. CROSS: If salt water does get be-
yondl the weir, that will be the end of the
fresh water, and damage or complete de-
struetion of the whole erop will follow. One
grower there has suceessfolly stolen the
whole of the South Australian market for
the supply of celery in this State. He has
made a complete suceess of it. But unless
a new welir is constrneted, what he has
brought to a successful conclusion will be
rnined. Therefore I trust that the Minister
will Tose no time in fulfilling the promise he
made 15 months ago.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [83]: I eon-
gratulate the Minister for Works on having
given some attention to a part of the strue-
ture in which we are now working, attention
it so badly required. Last session reference
was made to the dilapidated state of the
building, and it was compared to the ruins
of Pompeii.  Since then a certain amount
of work has been carried out in the build-
ing. The time has come, however, when onee
more it is worth while nrging that steps
be taken to eomplete the building. It is the
only Parliament Flouse in Australia that re-
mains unfinished,

Mr.. Pairnick:
Wales?

My, NORTH: Our building has been
standing too long in an incomplefe state.
It is true that the part that requires to be
completed, in addition te its beauntifying the
city when it is completed, eoncerns the clee-
tors more than it does ourselves, We have
the convenienees that we require.

Members : Where ave they?

Mr, NORTH : There is no accommodation
at all for the public; there is no place where
constituents ean be received and attended to.
We have a general idea now that a 9-storey
building is to he crected near Government
Honse for the convenience of the Govern-
ment departments.

Mr. Doney: Where arc you going to get
all the people to occupy the new huildings
that are being erected?

Mr. XORTH :: We know that a commence-
ment is to be made with the work of erecting
new public officez, and perhaps £200,000
will be spent there. That figure 1s only a
guess, but it may not be far out. We could
at the same time make a start in the diree-
tion of completing Parliament House, and

What about New South
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the cost of finishing the structure could be
repaid in, say, three-yearly instalments. As
I have said previously, it 1s a bad advertise-
ment for the State to have a building such
as Parliament House is to-day in a dilapi-
dated eondition. As it stands, it gives
an entirely wrong impression to the pub-
lic. Unfortunately, too, we know that what
should be the attraetive part of the build-
ing, that which shonld face the eity, is
the part that looks so dilapidated. Really,
what will eventually be the back entrance
was completed first many years ago. This
13 a yuestion that eannot be puf off forever.
The amount that will be required to com-
plete the building is small in comparison
with the importance of the project. T do
not suggest that the completion should be
carried out all at once, but it could be ex-
tended over two or three yvears, afier a com-
mencement had been made. With the very
abstruse methods we have of adjusting ae-
connts, it wounld not be dilficult to arrange
linanee for the work, and, as I said, it
could be vepaid in instalments.

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: What would you
cuii Liie expendirure—assistance to an in-
dustry?

Mr. NORTIL: Yes. There is nothing
more important than aftracting people io
the State, where they might start indus-
tries, and the importance of a city is en-
hanced very largely by its publie edifices.
We should not he ashamed to complete this
building, which in its present state is a
very bad advertisement for the State, and
ives a peor impression to the stranger. 1t
looks as if we were afraid to face the
future. If we go to the suburbs of Perth.
Nedlands or Claremont, we sce the loecal
bodies housed in excellent buildings. We
might ask how they do it, because local
bodies have limited funds. One would
think they were millionaires and that we
were down-and-out, The loeal bodies are
limited to certain taxation, and vet they
are able to house themselves comfortably
and in decent buildings. The time has ar-
rived when we should proceed in the diree-
tion of eompleting the building in which we
are working. Some might think that a
section would he up in arms against us, but
that is too small a matter to frighten us
any longer. Therefore I strongly wurge
the Chamber to impress upon the Govern-
ment the need to proceed with this good
work as soon as possible.
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The next matter to which I wish to refer
relates to the Town Planning Vote. The
Town Planning Commissioner has shown by
his activities that he is a very ambitious
person, and is not afraid to eriticise when
criticism is neeessary. The matter 1 wish
to bring before the notice of the Minister
is the wretehed appearance of the structure
situated in Forrest Place next to the Gen-
era] Post Office. At the present time it
is occupicd as an hotel, but in the criginal
scheme of things it was to be the third
majestic structure Dbeside the Common-
wenlth Bank and the Post Office. As far back
as 25 vears ago it was suggested that sonme
day there would be a Federal Customs
House erected on that block. T should like
to know whether the Minister has any in,
formation to give the Ionse on this ques-
tion. Does he know whether the Customs
House idea still exists or whether the old
hotel that is there now is to remain?

Hon. G. G. Latham: It is Federal ter-
ritory.

My. NORTH: If the Town Planning
Bonrd hae ng nowaer of sentrel over build-
ings that are the property of the Federal
Government, I would like to see that
power given to it. Why should that part
of the eity be permitted to remain an eye-
sorc for zo long? If there is to be a
Federal Customs House erected on that
Mock, let the Federal authoritics proceed
with the work immediately, If they are
not prepared to do so, then we should de-
mand something else he done with the site,
because it is entirely spoiling that part
of Terth, from the point of view of the
tourist, and tourists are among the people
we wish to attraet to our shores. More-
over, in these days of air liners, world
tourists who visit us get a wrong impres-
sion from the air when thev see hovels
of thnt type adjoining our palatial build-
ings, 1t should be our desire to make every-
thing as attractive as possible for tourists,
hecause we never know when a man may
come along with £50,000 or £100,000 to in-
vest in new industries. He certainly will
not do so if he sees no evidence of progress,
partieularly in the direction of our build-
ingz in the city.

Now a few words about the parish pump!
I am hoping that the Minister for Works
wiil he able to assist the Minister for Edu-
eafion in the direction of eompleting the
Claremont school grounds. T urge the Min-
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iStB]l.‘ for Works to make a sum of money
available as soon as possible to put those
groonds into proper repair.

MR. DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
[B11]: The member for Claremont (Mr.
North) spoke just now as if we had millions
of moncy to spare. He cahnot be aware of
the condition of the Treasury; he certainly
cannot have listened to the speech delivered
by the Premier a few days ago. The hon.
amember has a way of side-tracking the de-
pression, and of giving voice to proposals
for the ecxpenditure of mouney we do not
possess on buildings that we do not urgently
need. I do not mind admitting that what
he suggests with regard to the completion
of Parliament House is desirable cnough,
and that if we had the money to sparc the
work could be carried out. In the circum-
stances, however, and having regard to
cconomic troubles likely to arise in the
rural areas in the near fature, I could point
to a seore of different directions in which
the money he proposes should be spent on
buildings in the city could be used to hebter
account. We are certainly proud of the
Luilding and would be prouder still if it
were higger and better; buf it eannot be said
that we are suffering any great inconveni-
cnce by its incompleted state. Ip any
case, we should proceed with the spend-
ing of money wvery carefully, and only
carry out works in the order of their
urgency. Plainly there is no urgency about
the completion of the building we now
oceupy. 1 am at onc with the hon. memher
in complimenting the Minister for Works on
having carried out certain repairs to Parlia-
ment House, repairs that have been neces-
sary for a long while. Other than that, there
are certain matters to which I shall refer
when the sectional Estimates come up for
consideration. One matter about which I
shall speak will be the Narrogin eourt house.
Various Ministers for Works have received
deputations on the subject for the past 20
vears, I dare say. All the representative
bodies in Narrogin, the municipal couneil,
the road board, the Chamber of Commeree
and others have for the past 20 vears or
more agitated for the sale of the court
house site, the demeclition of the existing
building and the erection of a2 new and mo-
«dern structure in a more suitable part of the
town. This very plainly built old structure
is of historic interest, but is unsuitable for
the purpose of a court house. The towns-
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folic are aceustomed to seeing the old build-
ing, and do noi mind having it theve. Visi-
tors to the town, however, regard it as a sort
of joke that so mean a structure should
occupy 50 valuable a piece of land. I be-
lieve it is Narrogin’s oldest building, and
was ¢reeled by a busy-bee of pioneers in the
early days as an agrienltural hall,

The Minister for Mines: Do you think the
Historical Society would permit it to be
demolished?

Mr, DONEY: We are just now on the
point of establishing a branch of the Histo-
rical Society in Narrogin. No doubt the so-
ciety wonld be intercsted in this very old
building, There may be a tinge of regret
if it is demolished. All will agree, however,
that a new court house should be erected
closc to the police station. As things are at
present, those who are awaiting trial have
to pass through the main street to the court
house. If the trial discloses that they are
innocent, it means that they have undergone
an ignominy they do not deserve. Up to
within a year ago a good deal of com-
petition awaited the sale of the site, but
a few months ago that competition had
materially decreased. I am afraid, unless
the sale is proceeded with guickly, possibly
no effort will be made to secure the site. I
have represented that aspeet to the Minis-
ter, and I think he is seized of the fact that
from the point of view of the Treasury and
economy the sale should be proceeded with
quickly. Reeently the matter was advanced
another stage by the question of the sale be-
ing brought into contact with the Estimates.
I am very anxious that the sale shonid be
carried through without delay, and would
appreeiate an admission from the Minister
that my idea of the urgeney of the project
has his coneurrence. I shall deal with other
matters as we come to the votes concerning
them,

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[8.20]: Recently the Disabilities Commis-
sion urged us to spend our money on repro-
ductive works. Many opinions are held as
to what constitutes a reproductive work.
Great difficulty is experienced at times in
deciding the question in view of the many
aspects that relate to it. Planning ahead
in respect of our public works is a vital
necessity. We should know what works the
Government proposes to put in hand, and
we should also know the order of their
urgency. At present, because of the un-
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settled conditions in the world, any plan
would be difficuit to formulate. There is a
danger that our plans may be upset. I
know that all members aye filled more with
the idea of helping the Empire should the
need arise. On the other hand, the time is
oppottune for the appointment of a speeial
commitiee to examine the position with re-
speet to our publie works. This is no new
idea, but it is nevertheless a good one. Mem-
bers would thus have an opportunity to
carry some of the responsibility. The com-
mittee could call evidenee and examine all
proposals that were submitted, The Minister
would know in what order works were to be
earried out. Publie works that had been eom-
pleted could he examined and their usefulness
estimafted. I should like to hear what class
of work the Government regards as repro-
ductive. Fe might alse state in what order
of urgeney he places them. Members should
know in advance what public works the
Government proposes to carry out. Great
publie works shonld never be sprung upon
the people, who should he prepared for them
in advance. The claim was made that we
must always have an active public works
policy, by means of which to emplov the
large numbers of men who are unable to
obtain employment execept through Govern-
ment activities. If that is the position, there is
all the more necessity for planning onr
works ahcad, and knowing in what parts of
the State they are likely to be carried out.
We have just ahout eompleted our railways,
onr main roads are well advaneed, our great
harbour works are almost completed, and
many of our public works are finished.

Mr. Cross: A great deal of reclamation
work remains {o be done.

Mr. McLARTY: Yes, but we should
know well ahead what we intend to do. Re-
quests for public works are ever with us
and are numerons. Their reproductive na-
ture is another question. I believe one of
the safest undertakings we can engage in is
the storage of water. We have only to look
at our present irrigation areas to appre-
ciate that. No agricultural part of the State
has made greater strides than have the jrri-
gation areas. They have been responsible
for the establishment of butter factories
and condensed milk factories, and they have
gone ahead with produetion by leaps and
hotnds. At present they are in a serious
position. I have only risen to ask the
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Minister to make some pronouncement of
policy as to the future of these districts.
Some time age the people of Harvey pre-
sented the Minister with a wonderful case.
Ile has had an opportunity te study it.
One paragraph of this case states—

The cold hard fact to be faced at the pre.
sent time is that the cxisting resorveir, de-
signed and notified to the public as capable of
irrigating 9,300 acres, eannot irrigate more than
4,000 acres (and this area withont security),
while the potential area to he watered is ap-
proximately 12,000 aeres.

The tendency in all irrigation arcas in the
world is to inerease the number of water-
ings. This has been proved in the Eastern
States, and is the ease in Western Australia,
The existing rescrvoir is ineapable of cop-
ing with that extra watering, and the pas-
fures in the areas in question are suffering
in consequence. It is a long time sinee 'the
¢ase was presented fo the Minister. T shall
be glad if he will tell us what his pohcy is
with respect to these areas,

I should now like to refer to the Waroona
district. A letter from the Chairman of
the Lrakesbrook Road Board was recenfly
published in the “West Australian.” The
chairman pointed out it was not possible to
water to anything like the extent that .was
desired by the settlers concerned. " The
shortage of water is having a most detri-
mental effect upon both those irrigation dis-
triets. I am afraid if additional storage
is not provided in the near future the areas
will suffer very serions loss.

During the last three or four years
hundreds of thousands of pounds have
heen spent on drainage in the South-
Wesi. In the main the expenditure
has  proved  Thighly satisfactory, and
I have no doubt the work will be
reprodoetive.  Areas that were flooded and
not produeing anything are now yielding
cxcellent pastures, almost equal to anything
that could be found anywhere in the State.
These wet areas will all grow subterranean
clover and pasture if properly drained. I
express my satisfaction with the drainage
work that has been carried out in the South-
West, and have no doubt it will prove re-
productive. Some farmers, however, really
practical people, elaim that eertain of these
areas are heing overdrained. This is quite
possible, and T would suggest to the Minis-
ter for Works that he put this to the officers
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of his department, who would of course
kave to work in conjunetion with the officers
of the Department of Agriculture, in order
te ascertain if there is any danger of over-
draining some of this country, and what
particular area would be affected. I repeat,
I appreciate the drainage work that has been
carried out in the South-West.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [8.31]: I was
interested in the speech of the member for
Claremont (Mr. North). He stressed the
neeessity for completing the building in
which we, as a Parliament, assemble to make
the laws of the State. This is not the first
time I have heard a plea made for the com-
pletion of Parliament House. My memory
carries me back to the time when the present
member for Guildford-Midland was oceupy-
ing in the Daglish Government the position
now occupied by the member for Mt, Haw-
thorn (Hon. H. Millington). Many similar
requests were then made to complete the
building as it was originally designed. The
reply at that time was that the money re-
quired to complete the building eounld he
better spent in other dircetions. Many years
have since clapsed, hut I believe the present
Minister for Works would give the same
reply.

Mr. North: It is a good guess.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The Minister wonld
reply that the money could be well spent,
or better spent, on reproductive works.

Member: He would not be far ont, cither.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I am not concerned so
much about the completion of the building
as it was originally planned, as I am about
that section of the building whieh I think
could he made more habitable and mare com-
fortable, and which houses our staff, the
“Hansard” staff, the clerical staff, and our
typists. They have suffered long in a cli-
mate such as this in the present iron build-
ing. Tt is Hades in summer—that is a mild
term to use—and it is worse than a refriger-
ating chamber in winter. Howcever pressed
the Minister may be for cash, and I know he
has to depend npon the mercy of the Trea-
surer, I think sufficient money could be
found at least to make the quarters where
these men live and work more habitable and
more congenial. We must realise that the
“Hansard” staff are officers of Parliament.
Something should be done to make their
working conditions more tolerable. The
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member for Murray-Wellington (Mr. Me-
Larty) referred to the neeessity for a long
range policy of public works. I agree
with him. 1 am sure the DMinister
agrees with him, too.  When speaking ou
the Address-in-reply, 1 mentioned the
neeessity for a long-range policy of publie
works not only for this State, but for the
Commionwealth, I suggested that the Pre-
micrs of the States, with the Prime Minis-
ter of the Commonwealth, should get to-
gether to map out a policy of works that
could be put into operation should we be
so unfortunate as agnin to meet with an
ceconomic storm such as thut from 1930 on-
wurds, The Government must recognise
its responsibility to the people, who have
the right to work and live. The people
should, however, be put to work that will
be reproductive. Time and again in this
Chamber the Government has been eriti-
cised because it has spent loan money on
unreproductive works., The member for Ned-
lands (Hen. N. Keenan) vigorously easti-
gated the Government for having done that.
However, the neeessity was suneh that the
Government was compelled to ind work for
men and women, and much of that work,
undoubtedly, wns not of a reproduetive
nature. It is, I think, ineumbent on the
Minister for Works to try to map out seme
peliey for the future, and he might eon-
sider the advisability of getting into touch
with private enterprise in the building
trade. It the Department of-1ublie Works
and the various builders in the State got
together, some arrangement could be made
for continuity of work. There need not be
too much work to-day and none to-morrow.
Private enterprise might engage a certain
number of men and when theiv jobs were
completed, the Department of Public Works
coulidl engage those men on other work, and
vice versa.

Another suggestion made by the member
for Murray-Wellington is the appointment
of a committee to assist Parliament in the
planning of works. That has been tried
and proved suecessful by the Commonwealth
Government. The Commonwealth Parlia-
ment had a publie works committee for
many years, I served on it for three years
myself. It was abolished during the de-
pression years, but smbsequently it was re-
suseitated. My three vears’ experience on
that ecommittee convineed me that the com-
mittee saved the Commonwealth Govern-
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ment a very considerable amount of moncy
by its investigation of proposed works. The
contmittee inquired inte works the cost of
which would be £25,000 or over. Before
any work invelving such expenditure could
be commenced, it had to be investigated by
the committee, who reported on it to Par-
liament. During the time the committee
wiag in existence, it saved the Commonwealih
Government millions of pounds. A committee
of such a nature would be very helpful.
I know the Minister wiil say that we can-
not complete Parliament Honse, but [
think something should be done to make
the conditions of our staff more tolerable,

HON, C. G. LATHAM (York) [8.38]: I
hope the Minister will be able to tell us
what huildings the Government proposes to
ereet. I saw in the Press reeently that a
start is to he made near Government House
with a bloek of buildings. He might take
the Committee into his confidence and state
what the Government proposes to do there.
I know that for a long time alterations to
the Land Titles Office and the Department of
Agriculture have been considered tn he neees.
sary. I do not know whether the Govern-
ment intends to bring down a Bill to auth-
orise the erection of and additions to the
buildings I have mentioned, or whether the
expenditure will be made from loan funds,
but whatever is done, I hope the Minister
will take the opportunity of informing the
Committee what the Government proposes
to do.

I desire to refer to another matter which
has been mentioned, and that is Parliament
THouse. This bunilding has been open for
35 years; and a galvanised strueture was
erceted to tide over the staff for one or two
vears, While I agree that this galvanised
strueture is not altogether falling to pieces,
T point out that the roof is rusted through
in places. The time has arrived when some
small amount of money should be spent
vearly to make provision for additional
neecommodation. To-day a room is not
available for a party to hold a meeting, The
suggestion would not represent anything
extraordinary if it were proposed that addi-
tional accommodation should he provided.
Then, again, the room provided for the
Leader of the Opposition is bitterly eold in
winter and extremely hot in summer. If is
renlly an enclosure of portion of a verandah.
I have a great deal of consideration for any
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member who, as Leader of the Opposition,
has to work almost continuously in such a
room. I am not complaining persenally,
but I know the conditions that exist are
nmost unsatisfactory.  Nevertheless, that in-
convenience is not any worse than that ex-
perienced hy the “Hausard” staff and other
members of the staff. In the summer
months, one can hardly bear to stay in
their rooms during the heat of the day. IE
a small snm eould be set aside annually for
the provision of deecent acecommodation for
the staff, the money would be well spent.
Parliament Hounse is situated somewhat out
of the eity. When distinguished visitors in-
spect the building and note the galvanised
iron annexe, they do not regard it as a good
advertisement for the State. The pros-
perity of a countiry is so often assessed
by the tyvpe of its huildings, public and
otherwise. Naturally, I do not desire money
spent that should be used for edueational
purposes or for the assistanee of those en-
gaged in our industries, but I veally think
we could spend a small amount annually to
inercase the accommodation available at
Parliament House.

Mr, North: The State was in a very small
way when the building was erected.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: For 35 years the
temporary building has housed the staff, and
T feel sure that the Minister recognises the
position. There scems to be a horror at the
thought of doing anything towards the com-
pletion of Parliament House. The building
does not belong to us; it belongs to the
people. It is supposed to be the first build-
ing in the city, although it is a poor example
of the type of building in Perth. Members
ean see in Mr. Speaker’s room the plans
of a most claborate building.

Mr. Marshall: ¥ do not think the aceom-
mndation indicated there would he sulfficient
now. .

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not think any
harm would bhe done if £10,000 were set
aside annually for a building scheme to pro-
vide sufficient accommmodation for the staff to
enable them to work under reasonable con-
ditions. Such a provision would also en-
able rooms fto be crected where members
could meet their constituents and hold meet-
ings from time to ftime. There seems to be
an impression abroad that we do not desire
to make any alterations to Parliament
House, but I think members whe have spoken
will agree that there is necessity for work
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along thosc lines. The fact is that the gal-
vanised iron annexe will have to be removed
or rebuilt, and it would be wiser to spend the
money in providing a permanent structure,
The expenditure would be justified in the
long run.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [843]: I
would be rvemiss if I did not express the ap-
preciation of the residents of the goldfields
regarding the action of the Works Depanrt-
ment in reconditioning the principal reticu-
lation mains leading fvom the Mt. Charlotfe
reservoir in Kalgoorlie. Those pipes had
heen in use sinee the inauguration of the
Goldfields Water Supply Scheme, and had
become 50 corroded with rust that not only
was the water pressare being interfered
with, but the supply was an absolute bug-
hear to housewives. When they desired to
do their weekly washing, they drew off a
supply of veddish-brown fluid that wvery
often interfered with eulinary requirements
as well,

Ay, Lambert: Are vou sure it was water?

My, STYANTS: On some occasions it was
a question whether it was water or mud. The
goldfields people have fo pay charges for
their water supply which, if levied upon
metropolitan residents, would be deemed ex-
tortionate. I have heard people in Perth
complain about paying 1s. per 1,000 gallons,
whereas the goldfields people have fo pay
fs. 9d. per thousand. Even so, that rate has
obtained only comparatively recently for
formerly we had to pay 7s. 3d. per 1,000
gallons for household purposes. While we
would not expeet to have water delivered 375
miles from the source for the same charges
as are levied for water delivered within a
few miles of the reservoir, it has been felt
that the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme
should have been treated as a pational under-
taking on the same lines as the railways. The
goldfields have been responsible for provid-
ing so mueh wealth for the State that the
people should not, in justice, have been
ealled upon to foot the bill for the whole
cost of the scheme and for its repair.

Mr. Lambert: They have not been required
to pay the whole cost because 50 per cent.
nf the sinking fund was paid from Consoli-
dated Revenue.

Mr. SEYANTS: I am aware that ap-
proximately 50 per cent. of the loan that
was tedeemed in London was contributed
from Consolidated Revenue, Nevertheless,
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I  bhelieve the Goldficlds Water Supply
Scheme is the only scheme of its kind in the
State that has definitely paid its way.

Member: It paid for itself,

Mr. STYANTS: No, because 50 per cent.
of the money required to redeem the loan
five or six years age was derived from Con-
solidated Revenue. The cheapest ratq at
which water is supplied on the goldfields is
25, 6d. per 1,000 gallons. While it is pey-
haps difficult in these times of financial
stress, to snggest that any commodity should
be delivered by the Government at less than
cost price, I think that the people on the
goldfields should be supplied with water at
actual cost price. The service should not be
looked upon as a source from which to aug-
ment Consolidated Revenue. The goldfields
people eertainly appreciate the action of the
Minister in reducing the charge from 7s. 3d.
1o Gs. 9d. per 1,000 gallons, and in recondi-
tioning and relining the pipes. The latter
work will prove a boon to housewives from
the standpoint of a elean water supply. I
alse wish to voiee my appreciation of the
work earried ont in conneetion with the
erection of new school fences and in the
renavation of sechool buildings. Both fences
and buildings had suffered from dry rot
and had been attacked by white ants. They
had been erceted 35 or 36 years ago, and
would normally have been due for renova-
tion in the period from 1920 to 1925 when
the mining industry experienced its deeline.
It was thought by pessimists that expendi-
ture on such work at that peried was not
warranted. When the mining industry
picked up agnin, and the life of the gold-
fields seemed to have been prolonged for
many years, it was pleasing to the residents
to sce that the Works Department were pre-
pared to rehabilitate these buildings and put
the feneces in a safe and reasonably good
condition. The shelter sheds of the Kalgoor-
lie central schoel had fallen into a danger-
ous condition. Some of the bearers in the
roof were split, and many of the hoards
from the side of the play house had rotted
away through dry rot. The cement floors
had broken to such an extent that children
were being injured whilst yunning arcund in
the wet weather, through falling into holes
where the cement had disintegrated. Usually
T find myself in this frame of mind when T
have a complaint to make against the de-
partment. It is however my duty as a rep-
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reseniative of the goldfields to say that we
are particularly pleased with the work that
bas been done for us by the depariment.

On the Address-in-reply I said I eon-
sideved that something should be done to
provide better acecommodation within Parlia-
ment House so that members might inter-
view their constituents under suitable eondi-
tions. The lack of accommodation of this
sort has always strueck me very foreibly. If
one of my constituents came to sece me on
any day on which the House was sitting, and
arrived here after 3 o’elock, it is doubiful
whether I would be able to find a room in
which to converse with him. Certainly we
have a stranger's room, hut if anyone eclse
were in occupation of it T would probably
have to go out on the pavement to discuss
husiness possibly of a private and confiden-
tiai nature.

Mr, Lambert: Or to Xing's Park.

Alr. STYANTS: I might have to take my
constituents on the grass in front of Parlia-
ment House. Not only is that demeaning to
the member, but it is unsatisfactory to the
elector. There is alwavs a chance that one
may be able to take one’s eonstitnent along
the eorridor, get into some hole or corner,
and discuss husiness with him there. There
s a danger in that, particularly if the
visitor happens to be a young and at-
tractive female.  Recently a social purist
has arisen in cur midst. Possibly, therefore,
if the member for Kalgoorlie were seen sit-
ting in a eorner talking confidentially to
a young and attractive female it might be
thought he was forming some unfortunate
social alliance.

Hon. P. D, Ferguson: We know voun too
well for that.

Mr. STYANTS: It might be all right for
the hon. member, whose social reputation
has always been like Caesar’s wife, ahove
reproach. Some of us have a social repu-
tation which perhaps is somewhat shaky,
and this might shatter the little reputation
we have.

Mr. Sampson: It would liven up the elee-
tioneering outlook.

Mr. STYANTS: Accommodation should
he provided so that it would not be neces-
sary for members to diseuss business with
a constituent oufside the building, or in cir-
cumstanees which do not add to the prestige
of this Assembly. I also wish to draw atten-
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tion to what I bave always regarded as the
most  unsightly portion of Parliament
House, namely, the unhygienic and uncom-
fortable buildings, the corrugated irvon see-
tion, provided for the employees. The
structure is most unsuitable, very hot and
very unsightly. As pointed out by the
member for Claremont, dilapidated build-
ings are no recommendation from the point
of view of tourists. Neither arc they any

advertisement for Western Australia,
When 0 member Dbrings visitors to
[Perth they naturally want to see the

Legislative halls, but they find the building
in a half-finished state. They ask how long
this siate of affairs has prevailed, and are
told it has prevailed cver since the building
was erccted. I a eommercially-minded per-
son went about Perth and found a half
completed building sheltering a business
that had been in operation for 35 years, and
that it had picees of hoop iron hanging
from the sides, awaiting the day when the
edifice would be completed, they wonld
not form a high opinion of the pros-
perity of that business. That is the
impression  ercated in the minds of
tourists and business and commerecial men
when they are shown over Parliament House.
When it is neeessary to explain that the
building is not yet completed, that it has
not even reached its foundation stone, and
that we have to grow a ereeper to cover
the foundation stone, they naturally wonder
whether we are a progressive community or
not.

Alr. North: It certainly ereates a bad im-
pression.

Mr, STYANTS: I agree. Not only
visitors but the people of the State
expeet something better of the buildings in
which the laws governing them are made.
For these rcasons I hope some additions
will be made to the building. I am glad the
Leader of the Opposition has associated
himself with the suggestion that hetter
accommodation should be provided. If we
cannot get the whole thing done in 12
months we could have a progressive building
scheme under which so much work could be
allotted to each year. The time has long
since passed when we should put up with
the lack of accommodation we have. I hope
the Government witl be able to find, if not
the whole of the amount with which to com-
plete the job according to the original plans,
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at all events a certain amount each year so
that a progressive building programme may
be carvied ont.

ME. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[8.58]: T am glad the question of the com-
pletion of Parliament House has been
raised. From time fo time the House Com-
miitee has discussed the inadequaey of the
accommodation in Parliament House. With-
in the limits of our resources it has been the
desire of the Commiitee to give such aceom-
modation as it could. Our limitations are
of a financial nature. Unless the Govern-
ment ean place the money at the disposal of
the Committee for the extra accommodation
it is futile for us to attempt to do muech in
the matter. Ouf of our own votes, we have
made certain small additions for the comfort
and convenienee of members, but what
we have done has been lmited. Tt is a
shameful thing that we eannot do more. I
am glad the Leader of the Opposition re-
ferred to the accommodation for our officers
having been neglected for so many years.
Particularly is the accommodation disgrace-
ful when we remember that we have lady
members in the House. Of necessity they
must mect and interview and sometimes cn-
tertain their friends. The accommodation is
such that it would not do eredit to an ordin-
ary nigger's camp. I hope the Minister for
Works will be induced to undertake the com-
pletion of this building along the original
lines. A certain amount of monegy should
be set aside and progressive improvements
made to the building with a view {o its com-
pletion within a certain number of years.
Only a few years ago it was necessary to
provide one or two more rooms. The Coun-
try Party some vears ago had no aegommo-
dation in which to hold meetings, T had the
matter discussed at a meeting of the House
Committee, and was suceessful in having a
room provided for Country Party members,
in which they could held Caucus meetings,
or whatever they call them. Following that,
arose the neccessity for suitable accommoda-
tion for the Leader of the Opposition. The
Public Works Department accordingly pro-
ceeded to obtain the most unsunitable mate-
rial, to build what could only be likened
to an ordinary deecent stable, if it would
serve such a purpose. The department
built two rooms with asbestos and other
boards I do not know anything about.
The Leader of the Opposition says that
the place is almost a refrigerator in
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wvinter time and is very lot i the
summer months, It is altogether un-
suitable as sccommodation wherein to carry
out ordinary work. [ happened fo stay
there for as long as my restless spirit would
allow me to stay and I found it particularly
cold in winter and uneomfortably hot in
sunmer.  When one  experiences  varving
degrees of heat and eold, onc never knows
what indiseretions one may commit, I hope
that by all sections of this Chamber and
of another place, sufficient emphasis will be
placed upon the necessity for something being
done definitely and quickly to improve the
existing eonditions. Apart from additional
accommodation for members, more writing-
rooms should be provided, and therc shouid
be additional telephone scivices and services
of other kinds for those ealled upon to visit
Parliament Hopuse.

Fancy the walls of the rooms occupied
by the “Hansard” staff heing constructed

of paper boards! One of fthese days
someone will be inspired to  emulate
Guy Tawkes, and then perhaps we

shall get 2 new building. 1 hope the Min-
ister will be seized with the necessity for
an improvement, The matter has been dis-
cussed year in and year out. Rooms of the
same type as the old iron Dbuildings that
were used 23 years ago as camps in the
constituency of the member for Kalgoorlie
are used to house ‘‘Hansard’’ and many of
our valuable records, Oflicars have to work
in aceommodation of that sort from the
middle of the year to the end of Deeember
when the House adjourns.

M. Hegney: Would you recommend the
installation of wireless and loud speakera
in the Chamber?

Mr. LAMBERT: I would not mind that,
so long as none of my relations tuned in-
I should be pleased to have one of the con-
tributions of the hon. member broadeast
to the people in his constituency. At pre-
sent it is almost impossible for a member
to have a private discussion over the tele-
phone within the precinets of the House,
The room of the Leader of the Opposition
is separated from the corridor merely by
a windew, and people outside can hear what
is said within so that there is no privacy
whatever. The Press has a miserable roem
upstairs, and the reporters have bhetter ac-
commodation when thev retreat from here
and get away from much of what they have
to soffer as a result of listening to the
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spueches of hon. members. If the people
in the kitchen are grilling luscious steak
and onions one is warned of the fact about
an hour before the meal is served.  The
odour generally intrudes itself into the
corridor long before mealtime, so that one
has no need to have steak and onions for
tea, because it has already heen served up in
the corridor. I was speaking to the Presi-
dent of the legislative Couneil about the
matter the other day. The subject bas been
discussed, not once, but for the last 20
years—ever since 1 was a boy. If discus]
sions could build briek walls and provida
tiled roofs we would have here 2 building
like some of the mansions that exist else-
where.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [9.97: I
should like to bring te the notice of the
Minister for Works the faet that the time
is overdue for his department to improve
the main road at the Rivervale crossing.
In no other Australian eapital will so dan-
gerous a streteh of main road be found
as that at Rivervale. Llsewhere, similar
roads are either carried under the railway
line vr Laken over 1t. T'his improvement
should have been effecied here long ago,
aspecially as the work would give censider-
able employment and the Government is at
its wit’s end to find metropolitan employ-
ment for men with a reasonable case for
tt, I have been on various deputations to
Ministers in  connection with this matier.
One waited upon Mr. Willcock when he
was Minister for Railways, the Perth City
Couneil and the Belmont Park Road Board
joining in a request for a subway. The
approach to the railway lends itself to the
easy construction of & subway, which more-
over would cffect a definite improvement in
the highway there. This request definitely
inlorests the whole State, because country
people coming to Perth are unaware of the
dangervus character of the crossing. I
trust the Minister will give prompt atten-
tion to the matter. The road system should
likewise he improved on the other side of
the erossing. This matter has been sub-
mitted to the Minister for Railways with
a view to the straightening-out of the road
over the Belmont railway line near What-
ley, from Newman’s corner to Cresco. Tt
may he contended that the local anthorities
receive trafic fees for doing this class of
work, hut the amount received by the Bel-
mont Road Board would be utterly insulfi-
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cient for the purpose. Whilst the main road
is supposed to ecarry the greatest load of
traifie, a census extending over a week has
shown that the flow of vehicles from Guild-
ford is now greater than that over the
Helena River bridge and the Bassendean
bridge, 54 per cent. of the traffic being
from Guildford as against 4G per cent. from
the Highway. The matter was very fully
discussed four years ago, and the indica-
livns ave that traffic on the road system is
just as important as tralfic on tbe main
highways. Here again is a work that would
zive metropolitan employment.

Yet another work of the same character
is the improvement of Bayswaier school
grounds. The Works Department has
drawn up a plan for the pnrpose, and the
matter has veceived attention from the
Minister for Edueation. Tt has been hefore
the Works Department almost ever since I
have represented the Middle Swan clector-
ate.  All the authorities admit the need
for doing something, but not one of them
is prepared to do it. The school is attended
by some 500 ¢hildren, and the sehoolgronnd
is omn of tho worst in the meiropoittan
arza. I trust the Minister for Works will
give atlention to the various matters I
have mentioned.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[9.15]: T desire to bring under the Minis-
ter’'s noticc the existonce of a swamp
at Jolimont, conecerning which a depn-
tation has already waited on him. The
people affected have asked me to stress
the point that the Govermment owns 19
blocks of land under the swamp. which in
summer is infosted with mosquitoes and is a
detriment to the health of the children. The
surrounding houses are all small and are
occupied by relief workers, people on susten-
ance, ot people with small incomes. As has
heen mentioned here repeatedly, such people
have large families; in this instance the chil-
dren have little space in which to play, and
therefore play in and around the swamp.
It would not cost the Government much to
clean the swamp, remove the dead trees, and
make the locality at least presentable. What
I have suggested wounld at least clear away
mosquitoes and other pests.

Mr. Cross: Whati is the municipality do-
ing about it?

Mrs. CARDELL-QLIVER: It is the Gov-
ernment, and not the municipality, that owns
the 19 blocks under the swamp. The people
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owning the other blocks under the swamp
are in various parts of Australia and Aifi-
cult to locate. As this appears to be a day
of general thanks, I fake the opportunity to
thank the Minister for the sewerage works
which have been earried out at Joliment. The
people there are grateful to the hon. gentle-
man. The ground at the back of the Joli-
mont school, which iz attended by over 600
children, is not in a good state, although
something is being done to it now. I fully
realise that all our schools want attention,
and that the Government has not a great
deal of money. Nevertheless, there are large
heles in the ground at this particular sehool,
and children might suffer aceidents which
would eall for compensation. Reverting fo
the swamp, it the Government fulfilled its
responsibility, the munieipality would prob-
ably elean up the remaining 30 blocks in the
swamp.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Millington—3t. Hawthorn—in reply)
[9.19]: After heaving a deseription of these
Houses of Parliament this evening, I wish
to point out that T am not selely responsible,
though willing to accept my fair share of re-
sponsibility. I may add that T hardly re-
cognised the deseription. The Kenf-street
weir led off the discussion, but it will be
realised that weirs are not built from re-
venne. [ did promise that the present weir
would be renovated; and now I find that a
new weir, to cost £4,000 is wanted. That is
a matter T shall have to discuss with the
Treasurer. The member for Claremont de-
sires to be informed whether the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner ean instrue!l the Federal
tovernment to demolish a hotel and replace
it by a new bnilding. The Town Planning
Commissioner is a very strong man and
seems Lo have great powers, or usurps them,
but T do not think he has power to order
the demolition of the bailding referred
fo. It a new bunilding is to be con-
structed, he might have o approve of ifs
Yavout. The next point was raised by the
member for Claremont (Mr. North). While
he was speaking, the Minister for Educa-
tion informed me that the sehool grounds
at Claremont will be drained shortly.

Mr. North: Thank you very much.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: So I
hope that diffienlty will be overcome. The
member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Doney)
nentioned the eonrt buildings at Narrogin.
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I understand the department is endeavour-
ing to dispose of the old courthouse and
station, which are erected on valuahle land,
and to purchase a cheaper block of land on
which to erect suitable buildings. I have
consulted with the Minister for Justice. He
is not gquite sure what stage has been
reached, but I know that what I have stated
has been confemplated for some time. We
should sell the good block of land with the
bad buildings and get——

Mr. Marshall: A had block of land for
good buildings.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No,
another suitable block of land for the new
huildings. I hope we shall be able fo do so.
Now 1 eome to those matters upon which I
have been asked to make a pronouncement.
I have made a note of them: First, our
works programme, I have to outline a
poliey; second, a long-range policy of public
works in their order of urgency; the Leader
of the Opposition wants to know something
about public offices; third, we should ap-
point a works committee consisting of mem-
hars of this House; fourth, Parliament
House should he completed. Those are the
main matters; other matters I may have
forgotten. Before dealing with the main
questions, T shall deal with the Jolimont
land. I did receive a deputation from the
eivie authorities, introduced by the member
for Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver). The
fact is that the matter is enfirely a munici-
pal responsibility, but out of the goodness
of my heart I agreed to snag the swamp.
With regard to public offices, a pronounce-
ment will he made by the Premier. For
some years past we have had a committee
dealing with the needs of departments for
additional and better accommodation. The
most urgent needs are those of the Agricul-
tural Department and the records depart-
ment.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And the Land Titles
Office.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
also is considered urgent. I know the Pre-
mier regards it as even more urgent than
the Agricultural Department.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
would not say that in the presence of the
Minister for Agriculture. The matter has
been before the Public Works Depariment,
and Mr. Clare, the principal architeet, has,
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I understand, the plans in a well advanced
state. I spoke to him recemtly and when
I consulted the Premier, he said, *“This is a
matter on which I should consult Parlia-
ment.” The Premier, no doubt, will shortly
bring the matter before Parliament. A
work of that magnitude he thought should
first be referred to Parliament,

Hon. €. G. Latham: I thought he might
do that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
plans are well advanced, and if we can settle
the rather delicate question of the site there
should not be much delay in proeceding with
those huildings. I couple that up with the
suggestion that Parliament House should he
completed. Were it not for the faet that
better aecommodation for the Publie Ser-
vice is so urgently reqmired, that work
could be undertaken, especially as the
Douse seems to be united in declaring that
the work is urgent.

Members: Hear, hear!

The MINISTFER FOR WORKS: It
would provide good work for the building
trade. Tt is needed and ean he justified.
i remember the late Mr. Davy had the
eourage to bring the matter hefore the
House seriously, and at that time it was well
received by both sides of the House. The
accommodation for the “Hansard” staff and
the rather intimate matter referred fo by
the member for Kalgoorlie {Mr. Styants)
should receive attention, if there is what I
wight term a half-way house in that respeect.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I think you could do
a portion of the work.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shall
certainly refer the matter to the Treasurer
and also obtain a report.

Hon. €. G. Latham: Finish one wing at
a time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 think
we should do something better to acconuno-
dute the “Hansard” staff and others. We
have been carrying out some renovations.

Mr. Sampson: The plan of Parliament
House is now out of date.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At pre-
sent I can hold out no hope that the comple-
tion of the huilding will be seriously under-
taken.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I do noi think we
ean do that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mem-
hers will agrec with me that it is imperative
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the Government should make a start with
the public buildings.

Alr. Sampson: New plans shonld be pre-
pared.  The fashion in architecture has
changed sinee the plan was drawn.

The >Minister for Mines: Not for
better.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
think we wounld be fussy if we could get
these buildings completed.

Alr. Sampson: The original design would
now prove too costly.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Un-
deniably, we are behind with our works pro-
gramme, but that is due to ecirenmstances
over which we have no conirol; otherwise
the cowmpletion of Parliament House would
have been uudertaken loug ago. I do not
think even those who hold a buief for coun-
try works wounld object to such completion.
However, that work will have to wait,
although a very good case has been made
out for it. 1 do not know that I have any
objection to a parliamentary committee of
works.

the

it onece bhefore, but the members wounld not
agree.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: An im-
pression  seems  to  exist  that  Govern-
ments  have usvrped more contro] than
has been the ease in the past. Under our
system of government, that is not what hap-
pens. I bave attended large conferences,
snd have found that if work is to Le done,
it must be referred to committees. If an
attempt iz made to get a great deal of work
done by a confervence of 150 members, it will
he found that not much headway will be
made. The work requires concentration and
ig given to committees to undertake. That is
what Parliament does. Under our system,
whether we realise it or not, the work of
the House is given to a committee, which is
called the Government.

Hon. C. G. Latham: On which the Oppo-
sition is not represented.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Government is responsible for the work and
for carrving out the wishes of Parliament.
Tt must earry ont the wishes of Parliament,
beeanse it eannot live without the backing of
Parliament. The statement has been made
that Parliament was ignored in these maf-
ters: but Parliament has decided how thev
shall he carried out and how its powers shall
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he delegated. At the same time, I am aware
that public works committees have fune-
tioned snecessfully in the Federal arena,
although 1 do not know that the economies
mentioned by the member for Perth (Mr.
Needhiam) were so noticeable. 1 have re-
collections of works that could well have
been supervised by a committee. A unotable
instance was the Henderson bhase. I do not
knoew whether the member for Perth (JMr.
Noeedham) ean say that that undertaking
wis supervised hy the Public Works Com-
nittee.
Mr. Needham: No.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Even
if it had been, if will he realised that Gov-
ermment poliey is at times enforced in re-
speet of sueh important works. I appre-
ciate the faet that Mr. Gregory, M.H.R., as
chairman of the Federal Public Works Com-
mittee, carried out excellent work and exam-
ined many projected publie undertakings
* throughout Australia with beneficial results.
Although the Federal Governnient functions
over a much Jarger area than does the State
CGovernment, we in Western Aunstralia also
have a system of ecommittees. The member
for Murray-Wellington (Mr, MeLarly) re-
ferred to drainage and irrigation matters.
To deal with questions affecting water sup-
plies, we have a committee comprising the
hydraulie engincers and representatives of
the Agrienltural Department. That commit-
tee handles questions regarding hydraulies,
irrigation and drainage. Proposals sub-
mitted to the Government are examined and
recommendations are made in the order of
urgency. I'rom the standpoint of the most
urgent work to be undertaken in Western
Australia, we musi have regard io the fact
that onr railways already exist and no one
would serionsly suggest extensions in that
direetion,. 'We have our road policy and
the amount of £750,000 from the Federal
Aid Roads Agreement is ample to maintain
that policy. Therefore, in speaking of the
expenditure of loan funds proper, I should
say that the provision of country water sup-
plies and irrigation works would be first in
the order of importance for the Government
to undertake. I say that, notwithstanding
the faet that it cannot be shown that any of
the irrigation undertakings are payable pro-
positions. 1 would not like to inform the
Committee of the actual losses on eertain
irrigation schemes. Nevertheless, 1 ecan
state that in one instanece it cost BBs.

[ASSEMBLY.]

an aere to pubt water on the land, and we
collect from the producer 13s. per acre per
apnum. Naturally we do not consider an iryi-
gation proposition on that hasis, but from
the standpoint of the indircet benefit to
the State. If, as a result of an irri-
gation scheme, an area becomes prolifie,
is thoroughly developed, and towns spring
up as in the South-West, where we expeet
our population to be earried in the future,
then instexd of trains passing through sta-
tions with a whistle, we will find them pull-
ing up and hauling loads of produce away.
Thus the State will in time reap the benefit
of the expenditure. In a sountry like West-
ern Australin where, ns His Execllency the
Lieut.-Governor says, we have the right sun
through six months of the vear, the condi-
tions are pndeniably suitable for irrigation.
As time goes on, funds beeome available and
our poliey is developed, we shall see to it
that as little as possible of our water runs
to waste,

There are other undertakings that must
receive attention. We have alrveady dis-
cussed the need for public buildings. We
are behind in our programme in that respeet
and also with regard tp sechool acecommoda-
tion, as well as that necessary for officers in
the Governmnent serviee, such os the police.
If we were not under an ohligation to pro-
vide work under eonditions that involve the
smallest possible expenditure on the puor-
chase of material, and which apply to under-
takings that in many instances eould not be
justified apart from the standpoint of pro-
viding employment for as many men as pos-
sible, our programme would he entively dif-
ferent. On the other hand, in one sense the
expenditure of such money is taken ouf of
the hands of the Government, and we are re-
quired to spend it on the provision of em-
ployment for the greatest possible number
of men. The works we should be engaged in
inglude country water supplies, and irriga-
tion—our road poliey is provided for—and
publie buildings, espeeially hetter accommo-
dation at primary and secondary schools. If
the Government itself could decide how the
money could be spent and the nceessary
funds were available, the expenditure would
be entirely different from what it is to-day
when we, so to speak, have to spend it under
eompulsion. If it is any ecomfort to the
member for Murray-Wellington, I can ex-
press the opinion that the money spent on
irrigation works and drainage will be en-
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tively justified in the future. I note that
much of the criticism has been along the lines
of what should be done, and as the Estimates
provide for the future, members are possibly
justiied in adopting that view. I have dealt
with the main questions that have been
raised and other items ean be diseussed under
the Loan Estimates,

Ltem, Salavies and Allowanees, £99,393,

Mr, SAMPSON: Wil the Minister ex-
plain the veason for the increase of £10,055
1 respeet of salaries?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tho
basic wage now applies to all civil servants,
and that has been responusible for the in-
ereased amount mentioned by the hon, mem-
bev.
revenue, £900 is dne to annual incre-
ments and the basic wage adjustment, and
the balance is due to the amended alloca-
tion of salaries as between loan and revenue.
Officers of the Works Department ave paid
partly from revenune and partly from loan

funds. On this occasion, the greater amount
has been allotted te revenue. In some eases
the hasic wogme adjustments nmount o £280 4
yvear,

Mr. NORTIH : Is any provision made so
that the officers of the deparbinent may con-
struct subways or bridges? What proccdure
should be adopted to have such work ear-
ried ont? Subways and bridges are neecs-
sary in many parts of the metropolitan area,
and must be elosely associated with any road
construction.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
not a Government rvesponsibility, except as
to the main roads for which we are respon-
sible.  The responsibility rests with the
Railway Department and the municipali-
ties c¢oncerned. Omne subway at May-
lands iz to be constructed conjointly
by the Commissioner of Main Roads
and the loecal authorities concerned. Half
the money was found by the Metropolitan
Trust Aeccount, and the other by the Main
Roads Board. I believe that policy will be
followed in other cases. The Commissioner
of Main Roads does underiake some work
for which he is not really responsible.

Ttem, Policing Traflic Act for glaring
headlights and speeding on main voads, £400.

Mr. McLARTY: The sum alloited under

this JTtem is £400. Last year £600
was voted, and £5 was spent. I hope
the £400 will he expended this year.

Of the inereased total chargeable to
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Aost motorists have a sense of responsibility,
but the irresponsible driver should hbe
brought to book. Some of them present a
great danger on the roads, particularly in re-
speet of speeding and glaring headlights.
Cyecles are also a danger, because riders will
not carry lights unless they are foreed to do
s0. Ii is the duty of the local authority to
police the Aect, but it eannot supervise all
main roads. Another menace is the over-
londed vebicle, against the owner of which
action should also be taken.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The in-
stances quoted by the hon. member will be
dealt with in an amendment to the Traffie
Aet that will shortly he introduced.

Vote put and passed.
Vate—Touwn Plunning, £1,555—agreed to.

Vote—Agrienlture, £110,100:

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. ¥. J. 8. Wisc—Gaseoyne) [9.47]:
The Department of Agrieulture, it can be
claoimed, has earned a wonderful reputa-

. v itn ofor L oy AN 1 S R,
tion b o oot Lo assist the navines,

11Uy
only in matters of guidance and instruction
but alse in an endeavour to solve many
of his problems. Further, it ean be said
that the agrvieultural industry is second
only to gold in this State, and ultimately
will be the mos{ important primary induas-
fry in Western Australia. We are experi-
encing n great deal of difficulty in the
nmarketing of many of our products, and we
can expect still greater difficulty in that con-
neetion. If we sum up the whole position,
and the aefivities in countries which for-
merly constituted our markets, we can find
food for a great deal of reflection concerning
what nltimately must be very disturbing prob-
lems associated with the disposal of our pri-
mary commadities. Whilst in many coun-
tries the poliey of self-sufficiency obtains,
it must have a very severe effect upon the
production in all eountries which previously
had satistied those markets, Let us take
the position in England to-day, quite apart
from any other country where the race for
armaments goes on. We must come to
the conclusion that all Empire units, out-
side of foreign countries, will be very seri-
ously aflected when they try to find mar-
kets in England for their produets. Let
me take onme item alone—pork and pork
produets. There is a campaign in Eng-
land at present for a policy that in five
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vears hingland shall have all these require-
ments produced within her borders. We
can thus see the beginning of a very dis-
turbing crisis in respect of finding markets
for commodities of which we have spon-
sored the production, and to the producers
of which we have given a great deal of en-
couragement. In prefacing my remarks on
the work of the Department of Agricul-
ture with a reference to marketing, I con-
sider the question of marketing is so
closely allied fo that of production, and
the outlook is so serious that there is every
reason to feel distwrbed. It is neeessary
for us to consider how ig view our poliey
of land settlement in relation to the mar-
keting of commodities that the land is
capable of producing. No matter what the
commodily is—whether it be wheat or pork
or anything else—we know that we arve liv-
ing on the money obtained from the export
of that commodily, and we shall be very
eoneerned in the adjustments that will have
to be made beecause of the policy being
adopted by overseas countries.

Mr. North: To obtain a balanced pro-
duction will take a long time.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
For many avenues of production there is
a very serious outlook. Some difficulties
will arise quickly, and others will be slow
in coming. One thing is certain: that with
the poliey of self-sufficiency adopted by the
bigger nations, difficulties inevitably must
come, The difficulties of production have
been very materially eased for the man on
the land by the aetivities of officers of the
Department of Agrienlture. In giving ad-
vice to settlers, in attending fo the proper
administration of laws dealing with plant
diseases and pests, and in conducting neces-
sary research the offieers of the department
have rendered great service to the com-
muenrty. The Government has always re-
vogniged the importance of the agrienltural
indwsiry and given sympathetic eonsidera-
tion fo seftlers who have had to face vari-
ous problems, but it is pertinent to observe
that in the last five years the vote of the
Department of Agrienlture has almost
doubled. It increased from £58,192 in
1932-33, to £110,100 this year. In that
amount the figures for Muresk College and
the abattoirs are not included.

With regard to the outlook for wheat this
vear, while the rains of the last few days
have materially benefited certain areas, in
some sections the outlook is hopeless. The
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North-Eastern wheatbelt unfortunately ex-
pects very little erop indecd, and very fine
districts, sueh as that around Koorda, are
in a bad way. The crop in those distriets
will not be as much as 50 per cent. of that
obtained last year. Unfortunately the worse
the season the greater the ravages of pests.
In consequence of the very light season
there is a likelihood of a great shortage .f
water for stock in many parts of the State
that are usually safe in this respect throngh-
out the summer season. 1t is very diffieult
to estimate the ultimate vield of wheat., !
remember that last year when I anticipater!
—in introducing the Estimates—that the
vield wounld be 35,000,000 hushels, members
opposite thought I was unduly optimistie,
becanse at that stage there was a tapering
off of the season. Fortunately, however, the
yield approximated that estimate,

Hon. P. I}, Ferguson: (ood rains oe-
eurred after vou introduced the Estimates.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There have heen good rains reeently also,
thongh they have been patchy.

Mr. Patrick: The weather is different.

The BIINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Unfortunately we eannot control that. The
aren sown this year was 3,323,800 acres,
and if we take the State average as 11
bushels we should get within the vicinity of
39,000,000 bushels. While some distriets
showed promise of having better yields than
those of last year, we cannot he over-opti-
mistic in the matter. We hope, however,
that the total of 39 million bushels will be
reached, which will mean that the State's
average will be maintained. An outstand-
ing achievement of the department has been
that 71 per eent. of the wheat grown in the
State consists of varieties bred by the de-
partment and raised in the State. That is
a performance with no egual in any other
State in the Commonwealth. Some of our
varieties have not only meant much to us
but when introduced into other States have
put up a very fine performance. There
were 138 eompetitors in the Royal Agricul-
tural Society’s 50-acre crvop competition
last vear, and the average yvield was 25.7
bushels to the acre. There were nine com-
petitors for the M. T. Padbury trophy
awarded in the wheat vields erop competi-
tion. The whole of the stripped area on
the competitor’s holding was included in the
competition and the average yield was 19
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bushels 17 lbs. to the acre, a phenomenal
yield. Despife the distance between some
of the competifors it was remarkable how
consistently high was the average yield of
the total area stripped. The grain was very
satisfaetory last year, and the declared
bushel weight was 62% lbs. The year be-
fore, when we had some pinching out in the
northern part of the State, it was 62 lbs.
The production of export lambs in the
past season has given us canse for optimism,
not only with regard to the present season
but also with regard to the future develop-
ment in our very many yural areas. The
figures of our very rapid produetion are
certainly gratifying. Last year the record
number of 269,000 carcases was exported.
OF those 238,000 were from Fremantle, and
31,000 from Albany, the increase being
125,000 over the figures of the previous
year. The quality has been consistently
good, even better than that of the
previous  year’s lambs, and has been
favourably commented upon in every
marketing distriet in the United Kingdom.

lnmbe hava boan dictribnted,

Wherever our lambs
the comments have been most favourable
and purchasers have increased their de-
mands for our eommoedity. The prospects
appear very bright. In giving consideration
to coping with the extended activilies the
Government has decided to grant a further
loan of £35,000 to the West Australian
Meat Export Company for enlargement of
its trealment plant at Robb’s Jetty. The
position is being carefully watched, and it
appears that when the extensions are com
pleted the works will be capable of trealing
8,000 lambs daily and will have a storage
eapacity of 90,000. In continuation of ocur
experiments in the breeding of lambs, great
satisfaction has been derived from the re-
sults of those marketed from the Avondale
farm. We sent away 600 lambs last year,
netting 24s. 6d. each at the works.  This
vear we have introduced into the northern
area, at the Chapman farm, the nueleus of a
stad which we consider will do & great deal
towards at least trying out in that district
what ean cnly be contentions, until we prove
them, as to the possibility of early lambs
there. As members are aware, that distriet
in the ease of the merino is some wecks
earlier than any other part of the State;
and it is felt that when a proper cross suit-
able to the district has heen determined, fine
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results will acerue from the present work of
investigation.  With hon. members repre-
senting that part of the State, the Govern-
ment is most anxious te prove not orly that
such lambs will be earlier than those in the
southern part, but that so great an impetus
will be given to the district that before long
treaftment works will be established at the
northern port. Every consideration is being
given to that aspect. With the addition of
a special officer to undertake instruction and
create enthusiasm in this elass of develop-
mental work, we are hoping for exeelleni
results.

In the dairying distriets the past season
has heen qguite a good one. Partiendarly has
the outlook improved for those who have
gone into the dairving industry, mot only
beeause of the satisfaclory season but be-
cause of the better prices for dairy products
generally. The production of butier to the
30th June of this vear was approxzimately
15,309,000 4hs., an increase of over 21 per
cent. over that of last year. This increase
resulted in a record export of hutter,

amennting to 54721 hoves roprosenting nn
inerense of 1106 per cent. over the guantity
exported in the previous year. That is defi-
nite progress. It is also most pleasing to
know that the quality showed a general up-
lift. The production during this season indi-
cates that we shall attain the pecord of at
least 85,000 hoxes for export. Cheese pro-
duction last year was 818,264 Ihs—slightlv
less than that for the previous year. That
is due mainly to the fact that the satisfac-
fory price for butter has attracied people
away from the supply of whole milk for
making cheese. The very important work of
the testing of herds has been continued.
Last year the production of over 10,000
cows was tested, and they showed an awve-
rage of 223 ibs. of buiter fat per eow, an
increase of 26 lbs. per head over the pre-
vious vear. So that by the aetivity of the
department in endeavouring to cveate a
quality complex in the dairy farmer, a great
work for the State has been done. It is only
by this work that satisfactory eculling can
take place in our dairy herds. We find that
settlers in some districts are highly enthus-
iastic on this subject. Endeavours have been
made to start new unifs in various plaees
where there is a demand for such work. We
are only hampered in regard to further ex-
fensions by the lack of additional funds.
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Members know that we received some assist-
ance from the Commonwealth Government
in this matter; but it does appear that this,
like most of the grants and allocations we
receive from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, shrinks year by year. However, this
is one grant as to which I hope that the
amount furnished in the past will be the
amount we shall reeeive for some years to
come.

I have mentioned the prospeets overseas
in a few years’ time for the pig industry,
but the prospects of that industry were
never brighter than they are at the moment.
It scems that for a few years at least we
shall enjoy highly satisfactory prices in the
exporting of frozen pork and pork produets
to overseas countries, especially the United
Kingdom. Fortunately the pig industry is
one which ean be built up quiekly; but it is
disappointing to contemplate what will hap-
pen in g few years from now, when we shall
have to lose the markets which we have cstab-
lished for our industry to satisfy. Still,
other markets may come into the picture
during that time, and I would not for an
instant think of doing anything to lessen tho
enthusiasm which has been created in the
former for this particular adjunct—pigs
suitable for bacon and for export—to his
pringipal industry.

Members are aware of the activity in con-
nection with the cstablishment of a dairy
science course at Muresk. I feel that the
department has done a great work in the
establishment of that course, which has
specially interested me personally. I went to
a great deal of trouble in an endeavour to
convinee the Federal Minister for Commerce
that Western Australia shonld veceive a
Federal contribution for this purpose.
When the matter was discussed a few years
ago and the prospect of obtaining any
moneys in aid of this project seemed hope-
less, at a moment’s notice we proved conelu-
sively to a conference held in Canberra that
Western Australia had an agricultural col-
lege which at least could become the nueleus
of a dairy scicnee course, Without that
gnarantee, without the assurance that we
could swecessfully utilise an established col-
lege for that purpose, we counld not have got
a penny of that money. Fortunately the
Commonwealth granted £1,400, and the Auns.
tralian Dairy Board £1,000, whilst a sum of
£3.200 was made available from the Youth
Employment Fund. We have an up-to-date
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coneern fully in operation, at which students
are now taking the conrse to become quali-
fied dairy factory operatives. It is also
hoped that with the ercetion of this factory
many of the preblems attaching to the in-
dustry will be considered and will be solved.
Further the factory will he used for short
refresher courses for many factory operatives
of the South-West. That aspect is receiv-
ing attention, ns proved by the number of
inguiries we receive from persons desiring
to take the course.

Following on heavy erops in the three pre-
ceding seasons, our apple {rees appeared to
take a natural resi during last season.
Though the erop was far from heing a
failure, it was definitely on the light side,
and our cxport trade suffered in consequence.
\Whilst it is not gencraly admitted by the
trade, I think if shouwld he mentioned, in the
best interests of the froit trade of Western
Anstralia, that hecause of the short ¢rop and
the desires of those interested in the market-
ing of it insuffielent attention was paid to
the grading of the erop and the quality and
size of apples which were sent overseas.
It seems to me that in an endeavonr to keep
up the number sent overseas we slipped a
little in the size, grading and «quality of
some of the apples shipped.

Member: A short-sighted policy.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We eannot afford to do that. QOur apples
have a wonderful name overseas. We must
insist upon shipping apples of zood quality
and so live up fo the reputation we have
established in past vears. The total quan-
tity of frnit exported was—

Apples 518,704 cases
Pears 27,000 enses
Grapes 73,000 cnses (neatly)

Nearly 650,000 cases. With regard to the
present embargo by one or two countries
upon our fruit becaunse of the Mediterranean
fruit fly, while T do not desire to detain the
House long on this poeint, I think members
shonld know that we nmsi live up to owr
ohligations and satisfy the demands of the
countries coneerned, if we hope to retain
their trade. In June lasf, T left the State
for Ceylon in consequence of a request made
to the Government by our fruiterowers and
fruit shippers. At the time we were in
danger of losing markeis whiech had heen
established for 30 years: no matter what
arguments were suhmitted on paper, they
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received buti little consideration at the hands
of those concerned. The position to-day,
however, is wvery satisfactorv. In my
view, no reason at all exists why every re-
quiremeni of those purchasing countries
should not be agreed to, nor will compliance
mean dislocation in the preparation of fruit
for export and its eare during transit over-
seas to those eountries which have taken big
quanfities in the past.

One industry that is materially affected
is the fresh grape industry, which, as I have
nientioned, accounts for an export of 72,000
eases per annum.  If, by our methods pre-
vious to export. we ean guarantee that ne
fruit fly in a live condition will arrive in
the grape, we shall not only eontinue to en-
joy that trade, but will find it cxpanding
very quickly. The authorities in Java know
what thev desire. and that is to keep their
country free from fruit fly. I have no doubt
that our growers will co-operate with the
Government in its desire to ensure that our
exports are maintained and that the fruit
is shipped free from fruit fly. We shall
not he affected to any great extent, exeept
as to ule or two very carly varieties, and we
shall eertainly eavn a name that will mean
an added ineome for the State.

Mr. Sampson: No fruit fiy of any variety
is yet in Java.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is so. Even the Queensland fruit flv
—not the Meditevrancan fruit fly—and the
very common fly are still unknown in Java.
So determined are the anthorities in Java to
keep their country free from the fruit fly
that when the new airways service from
Brishane to Java, which could land fresh
fruit in Batavia within two days from Bris-
bane, attempted to carry on that trade, the
Java authorities stopped it because of the
danger of the introdunetion of the fruit fly.
The Duteh people ave extremely earnest in
their endeavour to keep their country free
from this dreaded pest. In our hattle
against disease we have had one or two
seares of black spot, fungus and codlin
moth, but fortunately we were able to con-
trol the outbreaks. How thev oeccur is re-
markable, However, we can still say that
the State is free from the dreaded seourge
of codlin moth, and we hope to keep it
50. The collection of the orchard tax is a
disturbing matter to many people, not only
hecause of the smallness of the amount, but
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hecuuse of the ineonvenienee caused to
people who bave to pay it. Good work has
been done with the moncey so eollected. When
we realise that our fruit industry is worth
such a large sum to us from our sales over-
seas  and our internal consumption, no
one will begrudge the efforts to keep
the State as free as possible from
pusts.  The inspectors are doing their
work, we find the people are becoming
more interested and few cases are reported
of people being vbstinate and refusing to
obey instruections or reguests for the de-
struetion of fruit infested with fly or for
the baiting of trees, as was the case in the
past, A general improvement is noticeable
in the outlook of persons concerned in this
matter, At the moment, we bave six -
spectors and if the collections improve, as
we hope they will, that number will be
added to in the near future.

With regard to the veterinary braneh,
fortunately the health of the stoek in the
State remains good. There has been no
serious outbreak of any infectious disease,
and stock owners are keen to take advan-
tage of new discoveries, which save them
from worry, if vaecine or inoculation ean
be applied. Members who have been in the
House only as long as I have, will remem-
ber that three or four years ago, we heard
on the Estimntes of the Department of
Agriculture very little except complaints
about toxie paralysis and grasshoppers.
Toxie paralysis gave rise to considerable
diseussion. Due to the cneouragement given
to stock owners and the very carnest acfi-
vities of the ollicers of the department,
with the eo-operation of those whose cattle
were affected, we now hear very little abount
that disease. It iz very hard to ascribe all
the vesults to our veterinavian, but much
good work has been done by him in eradi-
eating toxie parvalysis and similar diseases,

The tobacco industry calls for speeial
mention. Last vear our production was
830,000 lbs. We were third on the list of pro-
dueers in the Commonwealth. That yield
was obtained from 1,200 acres, the average
vield heing 700 Ibs. per acre. I have been
hopine for a great extension of this valn-
able work this vear; and at eonferences
hoth in and out of the State T have strossed
the need for further research into tohaceo
problems. Tobaceo is not casily grown ny
those who do not understand its production,
and the department felt that evervy encour-
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agement should be given to the anticipa-
tion of problems and the carrying ont of
research work in problems already exist-
ing. Very good work bas been done. One
has only to instance what was done to con-
trol blne mould to realise what that dis-
covery has saved this State in the growing
of the tobacco crops. I was very concerned
at Mr. Cascy’s announcement last Satur-
day that we were to receive an amount
33 per cent. less than the amount the Com-
monwealth gave ns last year. It is shoek-
ing to think, when we know that ultimately
we shall be the greatest tobacco-growing
Btate in the Commonwealth, that a State
like New Scuth Wales, which produced one
per cent. less than we did last year, will
receive £3,750, while our allocation for re-
search is veduced to £935.

Mr, Patriek: The amounts should have
been based on produetion.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTCRE:
If it is to depend on the need for rescarch,
then we¢ should get more than New South
Wales. 1t it is to depend npon produetion,
then we should reeeive at least the same
as that State has received. If it were to be
based on antieipated production, then we
should certainly receive a lot more than
New South Wales. I was assured by one
Minister for Agriculture that his State
would be prepared to forege some of its
allocation in order that Western Australia
might receive a fair deal in this respect.
That is no tdle statemeni. Other Ministers
for Agriculture are sympathetically in-
clined towards the development of the in-
dustry in Western Australia. They con-
sider that we produce a leaf equal in qual-
ity to that to be found in any other part
of Australia, and the Minister for Agricul-
ture in Queensland said that with our me-
thod of green-manuring, and our abilify to
wge it, Western Australia was destined i
prodluce a quantity and quality of leaf at
least equal to that of Queensland’s within
a very short period. In these circumstanges,
it is very disappointing indeed, to say the
least of it, that the Commonwealth permits
Ministers of Agrieuliure to meet to decide
upon the proportionate allocations to be
msade and then, within a week or fwo, dis-
regard enfirely the recommendations re-
ceived from those Ministers.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Has a protest heen
forwarded to the Commonwealth authori-
ties? T
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The MINISTEER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I think the hon. member will give the
Government eredit for doing that, and do-
g it in a manuer that left no room for
misunderstanding as to its meaning. We
have tried out a method of curing tobaceo
leaf with ethylene gas, and that process
promises not only to shorten the period of
curing but to provide a mach better keeping
quality of leaf. In an endeavour to assist
the growers in handling their commodity,
the (fovernment has erceted a large grading
and bulking shed in the tobaceo-producing
distriet. Members can understand that, in
view of the prospects of the industry, the
iremendous impetus it has received in re-
cent years, due to the enthusiasm of the de-
partment and of those engaged in it, parti-
cularly in the Manjimup distriet, it has
been a matier of grave concern that when
the Commonwealth had an opportunity to
assist the industry that assistance was de-
nied to us.

The Committee will be interested Lo
know that another agrienltural industry
with great potentialities is that of the
production of subterranean clover seed. To
those who do not realise just how extensive
this trade is, it will be surprising that last
year 300 tons of elover seed were cleaned
and sold. In ovder te assist in the certifi-
cation and sale of the seed, we arranged
for inspection and certification as beinyg
true to strain, and also as regards fertility.
With that ceertification, we found there was
a great increase in the demand for the
seed. Much of it was exported to the Kas-
tern States, anud some to New Zealand. The
valune of the seed is about £100 a ton, so
that the industry is one to which we should
give every cncouragement, particularly as
our seasons lend themselves to the produe-
Lion of seed of a very good quality.

Mr. Withers: What are the prospeets re-
garding markets for the export of seed?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
From inquiries that have been made, it
would appear that there is still a large field
to be exploited, if we take our own State
as an example. Considering what has been
done regarding the introduction of clovers
in Xew Zealand, it is obvious that the
country lends itself fo clover production,
and reqnires large quantities of quality seed
that we can produce.

Mv. Doney: A number of growers here
are exporting seed to the Eastern States.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is so. Unfortunately, in certain
parts of the pastoral areas, as indicated by
the Minister for Lands the other night,
drought conditions still continue. When I
introduced the Agricultural Department
Estimates a year ago, I mentioned that in
my electorate a million sheep had bheen lost.
It is sad to know that in very few ingfances
have conditions improved since then. In
some parts the conditions have become not-
ablys worse. Where there was a little im-
provement from the standpoint of rain, en-
canragement was given to re-sfocking, and
sheep were purchased from South Austra-

lia. They were kept alive by hand
feeding, but unfortunately not only have
those sheep not yet produced, but

many have since died. We have one instanee
of a station where 25,000 sheep were shorn
four or five years ago, and yet 2,500 cannot
be mustered to-day. There are many such
instances. That represents an appalling
national loss.  Unfortunately, it seems
that not until the middle of nex{ sum-
mer can any relief be expected. In country
were formerly carried well, and throughout
much of the coastal ecountry between Hame-
lin Pool and Carnarvon, the whole area is
wind-swept, and throughout thousands of
acres all the natural serub is dead. Unfor-
tunately, there seems to be no possibility of
relief for manv months to come. One of
the distressing features in the country so
affected, which includes not only the Gas-
¢nyne but the Mt. Magnet and Murchison
areas, is that there has not been a lambing
for many years.
Mr. Marshall: Not for five years.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The voungest sheep in some districts are six
years old, and no lambs have been produced
from those flocks. The difficulties that the
pastoralists have to face are enormous. The
owners of some properties had no bank
overdrafts, and their method of finance was
simple, as it was a matter of working on
the wool liens from vear to year. Now
they have not only lost their flocks that took
over 30 years to breed up, but they have
bank overdrafts running into many thousands
of pounds. Members will appreciate that
the outlook is indeed sevious for those in the
pastora) areas in the North. The inerease in
the number of sheep in the agricultural areas
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has, to a considerable extent, offsel the luss
of production oceasioned in the northern
areas.

It is hardly necessary for me to touch on
many of the activities of this most important
department, but one or two phases could be
muntioned in passing, such as the prepara-
tion and despateh to farmers of bacterial
cultures to assist in the establishment of leg-
uminous crops. Some members of this
Hounse have benefited as the result of that
branch of the work of the Agrieultural De-
partment.  Over 2,000 bacterial cultures
were sent out this year to cnable the seed of
legumes to be inoculated. As members arc
aware, the establishment of legumes in the
first year, where new land is being developed,
depends very largely upon seed inoculation.
Perhaps I should say a word or two regard-
ing grasshoppers. Two years ago, the ad-
journment of the House was moved on the
seore that the Government had not done all
it should in regard to that problem. Fortu-
nately there has not heen much agitation
aleng those lines more recently, and
it haz not boen  suggesied ibhai  ihe
Government has not done its duty in
that respeet during the last year or two.
As is known we snccessfully defended our
honowr at that time. Tt must be admitted
that during the past few years, since the
pest has heen so bad, we have successfully
grappled with the problem of controlling it.
Remarkable it is that the incidence of the
pest has heen greatesl in distriets where it
did not appear last vear. or did seo oanly to
a minor extent. Tn the Mullewa-Geraldton-
Ajana districts, down fo Mingenew, there
have been very serious outhreaks on this oc-
casion. Last vear we spent £22,000 in con-
trolling the pest by baiting and poisoning,
and breaking up fallowed land in which there
were egg beds. This year we shall not be
able to spend as much as that, hecause we
are not spending quite so mnch money in
the ploughing of abandoned areas. Fortun-
ately quite a few of these areas have been
successfully leased and vwere successfully
cropped during the current year. We are
taking the same precautions this year as
last vear and are secking the wholehearted
co-operation of the road boards, farmers,
and citizens generally in coping with the
pest. The Government has done more than
could have been expecied of it in this con-
ncetion. In the other States nothing has
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been done approaching what we have done
on a per capita hasis, and no Government
has ever taken the responsibility we have in
an cendeavour to shoulder the expense of the
campaign against the grasshopper.

M. Done_v Has the pest been as bad here
as it has in the other States?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is contended that it has been worse in
New South Wales. We were guided by the
impoverishment of the farmers in whose dis-
trigts the outbreak oceurred. Had we
adopted legislation similar to that passed in
South Australia, which meant imposing a
rate on all these properties, the collection of
the rate making possible the distribution of
poison and bait, not much poison bait-
ing would have been done in this State.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Many holdings
would have been abandoned.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Government did the right thing in not
introducing such legislation at that stage, for
it would have meant additional hardship
upon the setflevs, particularly in the areas
which have suffered so much in recent years.

I should like to refer to the banana indus-
try at Camnarven, Despite drought condi-
tions, it is remarkable that the industry
should have developed so well. In no other
part of the world are bananas grown solely
under irvigation as is done at Carnarvon.
1t is very encouraging to note the expansion
of the industry, especially as no rain at all
has fallen in the distriet in recent times. In
their natural habitat bananas require a 90-
ineh rainfall, while in this State we are grow-
ing the fruit in a rainfall which over the
last 40 vears has averaged 9 inches. Had
it not heen for the persistence and hard
work of those engaged in the industry,
despite the dreadful weather conditions and
diflicnlties they had to overcome in seenring
their water supplies, we would never have
lad the production last yenr of 16,000 cases
of the fruit. This year the anticipation is,
despite the dry season, that the produetion
will be increased to n considerable extent.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: The quality has
also improved.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, heeanse of the greater knowledge that
has been acquired of the unusual conditions.
When these facts are mentioned in countries
that are adapted to the prowing of bananas
in a natural way, and when people are told
that we are growing the fruit where there is
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no rainfall, it is diffienlt to make them be-
lieve the facts.  People who are growing
crops  under unnatural conditions are
faced with the difficulty of knowing at what
stage in maturity the fruit will carry best,
and at what stage prior to maturity the erops
should rveceive full irrigation. We are con-
ducting experiments in this respect, md
hope to draw suecessful conclusions from
them.

Many problems are being investigated hy
the department, including the very imfort-
ant problem of soil erosion. Several com-
mittecs are operating in conjunction with
the officers of the Minister for Lands and
those of the Minister for Works, They ara
dealing also with problems affecting irriga-
tion and crops grown under irrigation. T
am sure memhers will agree with me that,
menevally speaking, the department is deing
excellent work for the State,

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.36 p.m.

Leaislative Council,
Wednesdey, 268th September, 1938.
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The PRESIDENT took {he Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLIES.
‘Goldfields Branch, Report.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief
Sceretarv: Will the Minister lay on the

Table of the House the report of the Gold-



